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extended abstract 

 

Th is repor t  was made for the sub ject  Pro jeto F ina l ,  w i th in the  Arch i tecture 

Marster ’s Degree,  of Inst i tu to Super ior Técn ico . I ts main a im is to expose 

and just i fy  the  st ra teg ies and urban solut ions adopted in  the pro ject  

exerc ise deve loped in the academic year of 2013/2014,  for L isbon’s r iver fron t 

areas between Santa Apo lón ia  and Xabregas,  the Pro ject  In tervent ion Area .  

  

The expans ion mode l  of the contemporary c i t ies  occurs due to a se t  of 

t ransformat ions in the urban spaces.  On spec i f ic  th is s i te  emerged severa l 

in f rastructures,  l ike the ra i l road,  the por t of  L isbon and the Aven ida In fan te 

Dom Henr ique,  that are port ra id as a  h igh- impact  e lements of the urban 

image,  generat ing a d iscont inuous  and f ragmented mesh,  that 

breaks the re lat ionsh ip with the  r iver Tagus . 

The lack of  urban p lann ing promoted a c lear iso lat ion of th is area f rom the 

rest  the c i ty .  A l though we are faced wi th a complex te rr i tory,  i t  presents great 

potent ia l  that is worth  exp lor ing in th is pro ject ,  such as 

bu i ld ings of pat r imon ia l  in te rest ,  pr iv i ledged v iews to the Tagus r iver and the 

prox im i ty to the h istor ic area of the c i ty .  

  

The f i rst  phase,  at  the Urban Des ign leve l ,  th rough restructur ing  of th is 

terr i tory,  the deve lopment  of s trategies for  cont inu i ty  based on recovery 

and requa l i f icat ion of pub l ic  spaces and of ecolog ica l systems,  seeks 

to ar t icu la te  the d i f fe rent  in f rast ructures l inked to mob i l i ty ,  propos ing new 

programs and new uses that in t roduce d i f fe ren t 

urban dynamics and by t ransforming and qual i fy ing th is te rr i tory .  

  

For second phase, i t  is proposed the deve lopment  of a new L isbon 

Congress Centre at  a b igger  scale .  I t  is in tended to 

be a t rans i t iona l  and connect ing e lement of the  d i f fe rent funct iona l  areas of 

the Urban Proposa l ,  wh ich as an in tegra l part  of pub l ic space through 

var ious wa lk ing routes wi l l  a l low the connect ion  of the d i f ferent  quotes .  Th is 

equ ipment ,  by i ts sca le and importance, would br ing a complete ly regenerat ing 

and rev i ta l iz ing dynamic to th is part  of the c i ty .  

  

The recent  in te rvent ions, pro jects  and compet i t ions of arch i tecture 

to the r iver f ron t  of L isbon,  as the Mercado da R ibe i ra,  Largo do Ca is do 

Sodré,  the R ibe i ra das Naus,  the Terre i ro do Paço,  the Campo das 

Cebo las,  the Novo Termina l  de Cruze i ros  f rom Santa Apo lón ia , re in force 

the in te rest  of the c i ty ha l l  in  the study of so lut ions l inked to these 

in te rvent ions that  w i l l  requa l i fy  and va lue the r iver fron t .  



3 
 

The poss ib i l i ty  of moving the conta iner port  area of the  Pro ject  In tervent ion 

Area to Trafar ia,  enables the study of  new uses and exper iences for the 

promot ion of the r iver f ront ,  br ing ing an increased in te rest  in  in te ract ion of the 

popu lat ion on the banks of the Tagus,  as i t  was many years ago.  

As the area of in te rvent ion  is very c lose to the h istor ic  c i ty center,  there is a 

greater duty to t ru ly  re f lec t  on the opportun i t ies that tour ism,  increas ing ly 

growing, w i l l  br ing to th is locat ion  by in f luence of the New Cru ise Termina l .  

 

 L isbon has a smal l  number of  la rge areas of  expans ion therefore 

i t  becomes so cruc ia l  to  reth ink on a l te rnat ives for  te rr i tor ies l ike th is  for the 

deve lopment,  growth and changes to the c i ty i tse l f .  We can 

see numerous examples of  other European c i t ies  ( l ike Amsterdam and Barce lona, 

Tur in ,  Genoa) that  have begun to face the i r  shores 

as re in tegrat ion  opportun i t ies and current  town regenerat ion .  

In  th is context  new uses such as hous ing, t rade and serv ices,  were 

considered,  as wel l  as the locat ion of  important  fac i l i t ies as the L isbon Congress 

Center,  an urban park and a hote l .  

  

Th is report  is organ ized in  th ree ma in chapters: Analys is  of the study 

area,  Case stud ies and last lyn  Proposa ls .  

  

Chapter 01 Analys is  of the study area 

In the f i rst  chapter,  was in tended to  co l lect the in format ion  needed to 

eva luate b lockages, dysfunct ions  and local  capab i l i t ies .  

The main top ics analyzed were locat ion,  h istor ica l  evo lut ion,  b iophys ics,  

mobi l i ty  ana lys is,  demography,  bu i l t  st ructure,  pub l ic  

spaces and PDM and cond i t ion ings.  

  

Chapter 02 case stud ies 

In the second chapter ,  were chosen three i l lust ra t ive case stud ies of pro jects 

carr ied out in  other European c i t ies  w ith  s imi la r features to  th is 

area of in te rvent ion or  for hav ing s im i la r i t ies to that wh ich  i t  was in tended 

to deve lop.  

Chosen the Barce lona Forum, the ate l ie r  Herzog De 

Meuron &; the Kursaa l ,  Rafae l  Moneo and the Be lém Cu l tu ra l  Centre,  V i t tor io 

Gregott i  and Manue l  Salgado.  

  

Chapter 03 Proposa ls 

Th is chapter is d iv ided in to  two parts ,  the Urban Proposa l and the Proposa l 

of the L isbon Congress Center .  
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Urban proposal  presents the var ious in tervent ion strateg ies,  based on 

the ana lys is done prev ious ly,  promot ing urban cont inu i ty  and the qual i f ica t ion  of 

publ ic  spaces. 

The proposa l  to the Congress Cent re  expresses the importance of des ign ing a 

fac i l i ty  of th is type of form as to i ts  sca le,  vo lumetry,  funct ion 

and importance for the c i ty ,  w i th  spec ia l  a t tent ion in  con junct ion with  the 

enve lope thus promot ing urban cont inu i ty .   

 

 


