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Abstract  

The main theme of this dissertation is the inhabiting and the social representations that integrate 
the space of the house. It is intended to transmit a comparative portrait between the portuguese rural 
houses and the São Paulo´s colonial house, aiming to analyse the housing typology origin of the 

wealthy proprietor of São Paulo during the 17th and 18th centuries. 
During the occupation and defense of the first century of colonization period, the colonists did not 

dream of luxury, which ultimately defined their social and family habits, and also the way in which they 

inhabited each space. 
The bandeirista house, headquarter of the built farm around Piratininga in São Paulo, is 

characteristic type of São Paulo´s architecture in colonial times, during the bandeirantes conquest of 
lands and goods. It appears to constitute an experimental phase in the colonial Portuguese 
architecture, harmonizing the famous european shapes with new social habits. Its designer is 

unknown, the house is anonymous and popular, and the adopted architectural party remained 
untouched for following two centuries, reflecting a social stability in which the cultural expectations 
remained unchanged. 

Trying to understand the true scale of the European influence and clarify the context in which São 
Paulo of the 17th and 18th centuries became more similar to the portuguese rural architecture, this 
work aims to identify and characterize the aspects related to the implantation of each building, the 

adopted volumetric shapes, the functional distribution of the main-house and its dependencies, its 
facades, which constitute true characterizing elements, and the building and material characteristics 
put to use. The intention is also to comprehend the history of the building, being that the way in which 

the proprietors inhabited it contributes to the knowledge of the functional necessities that the program 
was trying to fill.  

To sum up, this study tries to formulate hypotheses and identify to which extent the european 

architecture, namely the portuguese architecture, influenced the brazilian colonial production, either 
directly or indirectly. 
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The Bandeirista House in São Paulo 

This dissertation study focuses on the representative typologies of São Paulo’s wealthy proprietor, 
during the 17th and 18th century. The bandeirante’s interest in the occupation of lands led to the 
development of the Vila de Piratininga following a characteristic social organization. Consequently, 

architecture found a way to respond to the requirements of the times, and the first habitability solutions 
appeared. The bandeirista houses manifest themselves as one of the dominant typologies of the 
colonial times and as farms headquarters, built within the isolated countryside at an intermediate 

height and close to a river. This implantation allowed the house to benefit from more intimate relations 
and having a distant perspective of great amplitude.  

The bandeirista society is related to the development of a supply economy that emerged on the 
upland in the 17th century, persisted through the 18th century, and was eventually replaced by new 
habits regarding housing and work, brought by the coffe culture. The bandeiristas came mainly in 

search of land, but also precious metals and indigenous slaves. 
 By the end of the 17th century, cementing a social painting facing agriculture, a stratified society 

and a hierarchical production, the bandeirista society lived in farms and ranches. Whereas in the main 

town, the first residences had a transitioning permanence, since most of the inhabitants would kept 
their house solely for business purposes or to spend summer and religious procession days 
(SALGADO, s.d., BLAJ 1995). 

Having defined the principles which would guide the colonial society, the São Paulo house would 
also have to be in accordance with a programmatic triad: full separation between family and work; the 
creation of a section made of porch/chapel/guest room – the border section; family residence. 

The common house was generally built in an isolated rural area at mid height and near a river, the 
concern for its settlement in natural or artificial platforms. Facing the north and east quadrant, it was 
built using rammed soil and wood, and featured a rectangular plan which was predominantly 

subdivided in three longitudinal and three cross sections with one level, altought levels with lofts could 
also exist. They were organized according to a well-defined axis of symmetry, and expressed a simple 
yet strict architectural style, constructively, functionally and visually. The main facade emerges as a 

characterizing element of the bandeirista house, showcasing a porch sided by a guest room that was 
open to the porch – pretório – but lacking access to the interior of the building. On the opposite side it 
incorporates the chapel that appears as an integral element in every example. This composition of 

guest room/porch/chapel is called border section, and constitutes the dominating feature of this type, 
and it is separated from the land border by a small wall or by one or two access openings. The 
columns which sustain the roof’s ground sill settle on the wall (LEMOS 1999, SAIA 1972). 

Concerning the spatial organization of the house, there is a big central room sided by different 
compartments, surpassing the porch. This space constitutes the main area of the house, 
simultaneously qualified as a living and distribution area that communicates with every other house 

compartment. The rear section of the house is made of various service compartments or, in some 
cases, a service porch symmetrical to the main one. 

Several authors claim that the interior universe of these farms had many uses and functions. As 

time went by, the rural complex disappeared. Without the possibility of having a complete vision of the 
housing of the 17th century through the architectural remains,  the possible interpretation is limited to 
testaments and inventories that belonged to the original owners (AMARAL 1981, MAYUMI 2006) 
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The house requirements to fulfill were related to the people’s necessities and the distances which 
kept them apart. The bandeirante personality and the stability of São Paulo’s society is marked 
through the monolithic program of the bandeirista house. 

The Portuguese Popular Houses 

The second phase of this research took place in Portugal. An extensive reading of piece  which 
described popular architecture was done in order to try to establish comparative studies between the 
bandeirista houses and portuguese rural houses, took place. With the intention of meeting the 

dissertation’s goal, it was necessary to unveil the conditions in which portuguese old houses were 
built, such as the featured building materials, what was the architectural party and how the inhabitants 
lived and understood the space. 

During many years, the popular architecture suffered from a profound lack of interest and its 
importance in portuguese architecture history was not recognized. Encouraged by the government of 
the “Estado Novo” in finding a national architectural style, several architects and investigators had to 

face this reality. 
In permanent dialogue with natural and lacking the means to transform materials, it was built 

empirically, and sometimes integrated in a rural universe which is disassociated with erudite stimuli, 

although, in some portuguese cases, it was very hard to establish a clear frontier between both of 
them. Thus, the popular architecture might have received erudite influence directly or indirectly. 
However, the modern architect defendes that popular architecture will be more popular if it appears to 

be less erudite, as stated in the Survey to Portuguese Popular Architecture. The goal is to reflect upon 
the portuguese rural architecture, a country of contrasts with multiple geographic and climatic 
asymmetries which originated the development of a vast variety of architectural manifestations. 

However, the lack of interest in traditional architectural shapes, the multiplication of models and the 
generalization of constructive solutions led to the loss of the symbolism of the term “popular”. This 
brought the abandonment, mischaracterization and destruction of the vernacular heritage built across 

generations (AMARAL et al. 1988; FERNANDES 2012). 
Portugal seems to lack a unity when it comes to architectural matter and the subsistence of a 

portuguese architecture is not visible. 

The different popular architectural manifestations showcase the implantation according to a simple 
plan square, coherence and pragmatism when it comes to shapes, clearing them to their strict 
function, the simplicity in lines and style as common characteristics. The place where the builing takes 

place and the way in which the towns are organized reflects the orographic, economic and social 
conditions. 

Thus, different popular typologies which could constitute comparative sources were gathered, by 

their similarities or differences, having the bandeirista house in mind. The selection criteria were based 
on three types, fundamentaly: the spatial organization of the houses and their implantation within, the 
rural mesh, the characterization of the facades and the construction technique that was used. 

Four typologies were selected typologies (AMARAL et al. 1988; OLIVEIRA & GALHANO 1992; 
FERNANDES 2012): 
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     1. Serrana House with a rectangular plan, with two distinct functioning floors, exterior stone 
staircase and balcony. The facades are very simple, with few openings and decorative elements, and 
the ones which do exist are not very elaborate. The door features one knocker and framed on the 

outside, the simple windows with wooden doors, and  commonly sided by pairs of cachorros or stone 
corbel. Niches and inscriptions of dates are rarely found on the walls. The balcony appears as a 
constant element in the architecture of these houses, and it’s a privileged meeting point with a 

transition relation between the street and the inside of the house. The height of the balcony is short 
and it is usually located in the side that’s facing the street, shaping the entrance of the house, and it 
can settle in closed walls, columns, pillars or supporting cachorros. 

   2.  Beirã House, which includes a close connection between the house and the landscape. The 
beirã architecture is characterized by the balconies, which are well oriented between south and west, 

in order to avail the sun in the winter as much as possible and to protect the house from dominating 
winds. It is very simple and the expression of the buildings is sombre, crude and everything is reduced 
to what is essential.  

  3. Alpendrada House of Estremadura. The porches appear as constant elements of its rural 
architecture. They’re integrated in the house as a transition area and they used to act, as an area 
where climatic exchanges took place proving protection from the winds of the northeast. The presence 

of the porch is not limited to houses, since it’s also seen in public buildings such as churches. Some of 
the houses were built in rammed soil with small openings, and were coated with whitewash in order to 
protect the vestments of rammed soil. 

     In this popular architectural typology, the Murtosa house type stood out, and it will be presented as 
a case study for its huge resemblance to the São Paulo colonial house from the 17th and 18th 

centuries. This house features a square plan and it is divided in three sections: the first is made up of 
the balcony, which is sided by two bedrooms; the second is the main body of the house; and, lastly, 
the third is similar to the first one and integrates the service areas. The main characteristic of the main 

facade is the porch. Facing south, it acquires a great plastic value for its elaborated composition and 
elements and the choice of materials. 

  4. Lavoura House, in Minho. Cubic and compact, it spreads along the rural landscape as a loft 

composition. The facades of the Lavoura House are linear and very simple, and the section of the 
house which is also destined to agricultural purposes and needs more solar exposure, showcases a 
facade with a bigger enhancement marked by a balcony with large openings. The balcony, facing 

either south or southeast, represents an important element of this rural house. Considered to be a 
living and circulation area simultaneously, it is the working area which communicates with every 
compartment of the house and shares with the exterior and interior, taking part in the life of the house 

and the farmer. The balcony is open and wide, made of stone or wood, and it is located in the longest 
facade, covered by one of the sides of the roof and settled on wooden bobs or columns. 
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Comparative Analysis 

 

The typologies of the Lavoura House and the Alpendrada House stood out and were choosen as 
case studies for being the ones that most resembles the São Paulo architecture in the 17th and 18th 

centuries. Thus, the comparative analysis  focuses on the three typologies being studied. However, 
other rural houses that are characteristic of different regions will also be featured when appropriated 

When it comes to implantation, none of the places – São Paulo and Portugal – seems to have a 

common rule in the way these houses insert themselves in the rural or urban mesh. However, the 
topographic questions are essential factors in both cases. 

The bandeirista houses present consensual implantation solutions, which set them apart from the 

urban mesh through their monolithic and compact character. The common solution is the implantation 
with a rectangular shape without contiguous constructions. On the other hand, in Portugal, most of the 
rural houses were built on a land, contiguous to the sidewalk and the main facade corresponds to the 

alignment of the street, which is a lusitanian tradition. This is the only thing which is proven in the case 
studies of Lavoura House and Alpendrada House, like in most of the architectural manifestations of 
other areas. 

The colonial house in São Paulo is seen as single-family housing, however, the hypotheses that it 
was once multifunctional seems valid as well. The existence of adjoining constructions serving as 
support to the main house is true but there are no certainties when it comes to the arrangement of 
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these constructions on the land. These dependences of tillage were also common in the popular 
Portuguese houses like the houses in Minho, where the sequeiros and granaries are connected to the 
house or displayed around a courtyard.  

It’s possible to say that what brings together the presented case studies São Paulo, Minho and 
Murtosa is their development in plan and their interior organization, conditioned by the program it is 
tryied to solve, i.e., the bandeirista houses and the Murtosa houses reflect a usage which is mainly 

living and the Lavoura houses in Minho are built mainly for agricultural purposes. 
The comparative analysis between the Minho and the São Paulo houses is restricted  to the 

housing part of the first typology. In the shown case studies, the housing fits in a perfect rectangular 

plan made of the balcony – used as a sequeiro – by the living room and the bedroom. In some cases 
the plan seems to fit a symmetry axis, which is a common characteristic of the bandeirista plan. The 
balcony, which makes up almost 50% of the living area, is an element of great importance in this rural 

house. It appears as a main element for its functions as working area and meeting point, as well as a 
distribution area, since it is the space which communicates with every other compartment of the loft. 
Just like in the bandeirista houses, the balcony may be sided by two other compartments with a direct 

connection. 
The typological design of the Alpendrada House in Murtosa is the element which comes closer to 

the São Paulo houses. Generically inserted in small lands, the plan is very regular and, in a way, it 

resembles a biaxial symmetry. This house’s plan stands out because of the porch, which manifests 
itself in harmonious proportions. Just like in the São Paulo houses, this space, which constitutes the 
main entrance of the house, is sided by two compartments. However, unlike the first one, these are 

not directly connected with the porch. 
Regarding the comparison between the facades in each case study, they all have the compact and 

monolithic character which is attributed to the house in common. In Portugal, the typology which was 

studied by the researchers Ernesto Veiga de Oliveira and Fernando Galhano - the Murtosa House – 
expresses the same facade design with a large opening, columns and a short wall and, just like in the 
São Paulo house, the rest of them are very closed, having two or three small openings. The main 

facade of the Lavoura House is different from the colonial house, however, the main guidelines are 
implanted: the existence of a large opening with columns or pillars. In both case studies, the facades 
reflect an attempt to regulate the rigidness of the houses imposed by constructive limitations perhaps, 

or by architectural choice, in order to showcase the difference between public and private areas. 
In the Alpendrada House in Murtosa the roof is usually made up of four slopes and divided in two 

small ones in the side facades and two larger ones in the main and back facades, similarly to the 

bandeirista house. The living part of the Lavoura House in Minho contains a four sloped roof as well 
and, even though it is steeper, it has similar characteristics to the São Paulo typology. In the three 
mentioned typologies, the eaves are formed by the extension of the rafters. 

The propagation of the rammed soil technique in the colonial happened through portuguese 
people. As a colonial city, São Paulo was built in rammed soil in its entirety, and the bandeirista 
houses are a product of that architectural constant. In Portugal, the rammed soil is seen mainly on the 

south of the country, appearing a lot in the southern area of Alentejo, where there is less rain and 
stone and wood are less frequent. This technique was also common in Algarve before the romans 
occupied it, and the Islamic presence might have instigated its usage (CALDAS 2007, p. 168). This 

way of building fits in the camp of popular construction, where the economic factor will always be the 
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most important, if not preponderant. Commonly associated to “memories of poverty”, its usage is also 
seen in social classes which have a bigger economic power, as can attested by some southern 
manorial houses (ROCHA 2005). 

The knowledge of this technique in Portugal goes back to before the roman occupation, and the 
predominance of portuguese popular houses built in rammed soil, as well as the similarities regarding 
the construction methods in both countries, make it safe to assume that the portuguese people might 

have been the main promoters of this technique in São Paulo lands. 

Conclusion 

This dissertation seeks to establish a connection between the housing model from the colonial São 

Paulo in the 17th and 18th centuries and the popular portuguese housing. 
Having into account the historical context, essential in the building of the bandeirista house, the 

similarities and differences between the examples of typologies in both places were studied. Thus, the 

common habits and traditions of those who work and dedicate their lives to tillage and its 
corresponding housing, become part of the study. Portuguese people went back to ancient habits, 
such as the goal to adapt themselves to the new social and environmental sphere. The colonizers  

would have to  given up the indigenous habits and, adapting to the new tropic conditions, they 
improvised and tried to adapt the european models to the new reality. 

Unlike in São Paulo, there was not a characteristic typological model in Portugal, so the popular 

houses acquire characteristic configurations which were conditioned by the geographic, climatic and 
orographic factors of the region they were in. 

Perhaps the most significant parallelism found here is the composition of these house’s facades. In 

every studied house, whether in São Paulo or Portugal, the main facade always corresponds to the 
most social section of the house, establishing the biggest connection with the outside. 

The border section, which is so characteristic of the bandeirista house, is common in some 

medieval european churches, in sixteenth century chapels of the Iberian Peninsula and in Portuguese 
popular houses, as the notorious Murtosa House. This popular typology showcases a facade that is 
very similar to the São Paulo house and, marked by the lrge opening of the porch and the columns, 

constitutes the main entrance to the house. 
Also in the balcony, which is common in the Lavoura house, some comparisons can be 

established. Its position inside the facade and commonly sided by two compartments shows 

similarities with the social section of the bandeirista house. Although it fits the house with different 
proportions than those shown by the porch in the São Paulo house, th same guidelines are implanted 
in the design of the facade, with the existence of an opening with big dimensions, complimented with 

columns or pillars. 
From the comparative analysis, it is licit to say that the Alpendrada House in Murtosa is the one 

that most resembles the bandeirista house, especially regarding the organization, the characterization 

of its facades and the construction methods which were used, namely concerning the structure of the 
roof, that in turn is very similar to the São Paulo typology. 
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