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OUTLINE

1. Types of journals and how to select a journal

2. What to publish (or investigate) and what is not worth trying 

to publish

3. Decisive factors for papers acceptance

4. Planning and preparation of the papers (& investigation)

5. How to enhance the impact of your published papers
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1. TYPES OF JOURNALS AND

HOW TO SELECT A JOURNAL
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• Top scientific journals are indexed in ISI Web of Science database        

(http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/)

• Scopus/Scimago (http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php)

database is broader, but is also well accepted by the international 

scientific community 

• There are other credible databases, although less wide (e.g. SciELO, 

Mendeley, Ulrich, etc.) in terms of geography and thematic scope, 

and with lower scientific reputation

• Some of the above mentioned databases include scientific 

conferences (in some fields, with similar or even higher reputation 

than journals)

1.1. TYPES OF JOURNALS/CONFERENCES
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1.2. FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN SELECTING A JOURNAL

• The database where the journal is indexed (if possible, ISI)

• The INTERNATIONAL reputation of the journal within the field

• The Impact Factor (IF) and corresponding quartile (ISI: http://admin-

apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/JCR?PointOfEntry=Home&SID=Y1REv

ElfkEHeENjKbly; Scopus/Scimago: 

http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php)

• The topic of the paper to be submitted and its coherence with the scope 

of the journal

• The intrinsic quality we attribute to the paper

• The reviewing/publishing speed

• The competence of Editorial Board members/reviewers

• The official language of the journal
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2. WHAT TO PUBLISH (OR INVESTIGATE) AND

WHAT IS NOT WORTH TRYING TO PUBLISH
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2.1. WHAT TO PUBLISH (OR INVESTIGATE)

• INNOVATIVE, high quality and useful research

• Research on current/emerging topics

• Research with international interest/relevance

• Topics where you (and/or the other co-authors) have international 

recognition

• Topics with wide scope (with many potential readers)

• Transverse or frontier topics (it can be good or counter-productive)

• Research that “solves” a given problem and constitutes a long-lasting 

reference

• Solid and comprehensive experimental research

• State-of-the-art reviews with high quality, novelty and added 

value/discussion (in topics where you have previously published!)
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2.2. WHAT IS NOT WORTH TRYING TO PUBLISH (OR INVESTIGATE)

• Poor/mediocre research, without innovation in international terms -

Never compromise quality!

• Obsolete or exhausted topics

• Results with regional interest only

• Topics where you and the co-authors are not internationally 

known/recognized

• Topics with too narrow/specialized scope (only)

• Superficial research on too many topics (try to become a specialist)

• Experimental research with few results and/or too ordinary testing

• State-of-the-art reviews that are a mere “sum” of citations, without 

in-depth discussion and identification of the way forward and of the 

research needs in that field/topic
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPERS ACCEPTANCE
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• The intrinsic quality and INNOVATION of the research

• The (written) demonstration of such quality!

• Be PRECISE/SELF-DEMANDING/ETHICAL (about everything that 

depends on you; be very careful with self-plagiarism)

• All co-authors must be particularly critical about the work of the other 

co-authors and of their own work (be the devil’s advocate) - you need 

to put yourself on the readers’/reviewers’/editor’s shoes

• The quality of the manuscript, in terms of:

o Organization/structure (simple, logical)

o Writing (KISS - Keep it Short and Simple…)

o Presentation (formatting/figures/tables/references)

• A good and concise abstract (scope/motivation, objectives, 

methodology and summary of main results/contributions)
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• A good state-of-the-art: as briefly as possible, describe (i) the 

context/problem, (ii) what was already done (and/or is known) in this 

specific field (references list) and, more importantly, (iii) what is 

missing that explains the need of your paper - you need to convince 

the readers/reviewers that your paper addresses an 

interesting/unsolved problem that is worth being solved!

• Sometimes, it makes more sense to present a (longer) literature review 

in a separate section, i.e. after the introduction section

• A clear presentation of the idea/objectives and methodology of the 

research and of the innovation w.r.t. the state-of-the-art

• A clear but succinct description of the experimental study: main goals, 

test programme/series, materials, specimen preparation, test setup, 

equipment, instrumentation, procedure, relevant standards
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• A clear but succinct description of the numerical study: main goals, 

software used, geometry of the object, types of elements, mesh 

size, boundary conditions, material properties, type(s) of 

analysis(es), mesh sensitivity study, validation/calibration, further 

investigations (e.g., parametric studies, etc.)

• A clear but succinct description of the analytical study: problem 

statement, main goals, presentation of theory/formulation (clear 

definition of all variables – in some cases, adding a nomenclature 

may be useful), underlying assumptions/hypotheses, field of 

validity, validation (comparison with experimental/numerical data 

or other established analytical models), further investigations (e.g., 

parametric studies, etc.)
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• An interesting/thorough/deep analysis and discussion of results:  

(i) clear and concise presentation/identification and explanation of 

main trends, (ii) benchmarking with literature review; 

(iii) cross-analysis of results from different tests (whenever 

applicable); (iv) comparison of experimental data with 

numerical/analytical predictions and/or code provisions

• Avoid providing dubious/speculative explanations (you do not have 

to explain EVERYTHING, including obvious/trivial results)

• Whenever applicable, clearly state/acknowledge the weaknesses, 

limitations or field of validity of your results/models (“for the range of  

parameters investigated, (…)”; “the model presented is valid for (...)“) - this 

is not only honest, but it will also give you extra credits/credibility in 

the eyes of the Reviewers and Editors
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• Provide interesting and brief conclusions, useful but not speculative; 

do not repeat previous descriptions (goals, methods, etc.) already 

included in previous sections; clearly identify the 

novelty/contributions of your paper; avoid referring results that are 

already well-known (these are not conclusions, but rather the 

confirmation of existing knowledge!) 

• The right choice of a Special Issue

• Recognition by the peers from that specific field and/or by the 

Editorial Board members or reviewers (journal selection) – very 

difficult to gain, but very easy to lose… Do not compromise quality!

• Review journal papers

• LUCK (a good paper does not necessarily get fair reviewing…)
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3. DECISIVE FACTORS FOR PAPER ACCEPTANCE

• A correct/collaborative attitude regarding the comments made by the 

reviewers/editors:

o Be thankful/positive for the Reviewers’ inputs (even when critical)

o Reply (kindly) to all comments raised by the reviewers

o Clearly identify and explain (in an organized and structured 

manner) the changes that were made (or not) in the manuscript 

following their remarks; don’t answer just “Agreed and Revised”.

o Make the reviewers’/Editor’s task as easy as possible (keep your 

anger/frustration under control and never annoy a reviewer…)

o Be very careful and meticulous in reviewing the proofs of your 

accepted paper (in some cases, you’ll be asked to reply in 48 hours –

if you need more time, inform the publisher!)
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4. PLANNING AND PREPARATION OF THE

PAPERS (& INVESTIGATION)
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4. PLANNING AND PREPARATION OF THE PAPERS (& INVESTIGATION)

• Plan the research work and the publication of corresponding results

• Do not spend time with research work with no potential for publication

• How to obtain and improve the “raw-material” for the papers?

• Work as/in a team: build a team spirit with your colleagues and 

students

• Read/study a lot

• Review other journal papers

• Find your own niche (Where can you innovate? Which areas have 

potential? Do you have the means to “access” those areas?)

• “Strip mining” versus “salami papers”

• Set the necessary means (software; hardware; laboratory equipment)
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• Do not hurry (fast results may permanently damage your reputation)

• Improve continuously and learn from previous failures…

• Work hard

• Work by objectives (contents and deadlines)

• Be particularly minute in the research work itself, but also in its 

dissemination (invest in the quality of the English writing)

• It is better to have less publications but high quality ones

• Put together a comprehensive (and coherent) research work to obtain 

one very good paper (vs. slicing a good research work in several 

average papers)

• Avoid repetitions

• Do not grow over-confident/lazy because of previous successes
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5. HOW TO ENHANCE THE IMPACT OF YOUR

PUBLISHED PAPERS
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5. HOW TO ENHANCE THE IMPACT OF YOUR PUBLISHED PAPERS

• Publish in the right journals (Impact Factor/notoriety; field of expertise; 

language; web accessibility; speed of reviewing/publishing)

• Potentiate citations (good/comprehensive literature reviews; emerging 

topics; “definitive” works; use trends; use many references (but make sure 

they are relevant); right journal)

• Don’t be afraid of citing your own previous work, provided that it is 

relevant in the context (self-citation is NOT a crime, if honestly used)

• One high quality paper has MUCH MORE citations than several 

poor/average quality papers

• Open access…

• Include additional material in your paper (e.g., video slides, movies of 

experiments/numerical simulations)
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5. HOW TO ENHANCE THE IMPACT OF YOUR PUBLISHED PAPERS

• Win a reputation in your own niche

• Review papers/be a member of the Editorial Board of GOOD journals

• Be consistent in terms of quality - Do not compromise quality!
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