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How to tell a (science) story
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Talking about your science
1. Know your audience

What is the key idea I want them to have as take 
home message? 

2. Mind your language
The curse of knowledge

3. Storytelling
Cut the jargon but don’t cut the poetry





Testa pesante, Ivan Lardschneider





The story arch



The secret structure of great stories, Nancy Duarte. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/nancy_duarte_the_secret_structure_of_great_talks 

https://www.ted.com/talks/nancy_duarte_the_secret_structure_of_great_talks


Important notes on presentations
- Provoking a physical reaction during your 

presentation (laughing or clapping), enhances the 
sense of engagement in the audience

- Knowing when to pause is important to help guide 
through your ideas

- Creating scenes with your words
- Using familiar references to your audience



Role models

Do schools today kill creativity? Ken Robinson 
https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity



Your story on stage
Talk with your voice and your body
Listen and dialogue

Take responsibility
Overcome stage fright



How to tell your story

Be understood
Introduce layers of complexity gradually 

Be memorable
People remember roses, not flowers 

Make me care
Make it about them



How to tell your story

Know your goal
Structure your presentation to get there

What do they want from you
Why are they there? 

What do you want from them
Why are you there?





in “Tools for Academic Engagement in Public Policy” course materials, 2025. MITx, Professors Drew 
Story and Chappell Lawson.



What do people relate to?



What do people relate to?



What do people relate to?



What do people relate to?
On Valentine’s Day, we remember one of “our” 
favorite molecules. It really looks like a heart, 
but it’s actually a protein complex that allows 
bacteria that live in the absence of oxygen to 
breathe other elements. The structure of 
citocrome c nitrite reductase was determined 
by a group of ITQB NOVA researchers in 2006 
and published in EMBO journal. More 
information on this protein: [link to news on 
site]



Practice makes perfect
• European Researchers Night 
• Schools
• Institute Open Day
• Exhibitions

• Science Communication training
• Social Media 
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