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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

The exercise of Final project in architecture is composed of two parts, developed in different 

stages during the academic years of 2015/2016 and 2016/2017. 

The first part of the paper describes the strategies applied on the Riverfront between Belém 

Tower the Jamor River. So, the main points of urban revitalization strategy are: 

1) The use of the port infrastructure of the dock of Pedrouços and Docapesca buildings for 

activities related to the seamanship recreation and competition; 

2) The creation of an urban park with multifunctional equipment intended for use in the context of 

sport and leisure; the installation of an intermodal interface South of the current station of Algés; 

3) The creation of structures built for collective housing, Commerce, catering and services. The 

transformation of space is also associated with the drawing of a new stretch of seafront between 

Pedrouços dock and the outfall of the Jamor. 

 

 
Fig. 1 — Different levels of approach of the urban project. Source: author 

 

The second phase is focused on the design of two specific equipments. The main one being an 

interpretative centre with a program of spaces intended for the explanation of the place, with 

complementary spaces of restoration, shops and library. Supporting it, a railway is generated to 

serve the monumental neighbourhood of Restelo and the equipment corresponding to the 

interpretative centre. This infrastructure is developed under the level with access to several other 

streets, freeing the surface space for further interventions. 
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URBAN PLAN BETWEEN LISBON AND OEIRAS 

 

 

Due to its relevance, The supporting infrastructures of the rail and road systems take on the main 

theme of the proposal both architecturally and technically. That is why the first intervention consists 

of the construction of a road tunnel for a highway between Cruz Quebrada and Algés. Since a rail line 

would pose as a barrier to crossing by pedestrians, it is suggested an excavated platform below the 

street level as a solution. This allows the installation of pedestrian passages between both sides of 

the line, directly interacting with the Dafundo streets perpendicular to the river. 

The new frontside of Dafundo is designed through a curvilinear gesture from the river mouth of the 

Jamor to the VTS Tower, from which a garden is generated with paths and spaces intended for the 

new activities, including the festival NOS Alive. In conjunction with a residential area, the new front 

promenade of Algés goes along the course of water diverted from the river. Adjacent to this area, the 

intermodal station of Algés results from an urban space that centralizes the transports in the region. 

In the direction of Belém, the recovery of the existing buildings births the headquarteres of Volvo 

Ocean Race, including its warehouse, maintenance workshop, technical areas, hotel, temporary 

residence for the athletes and recreational spaces. 

Between the new dock and the urban fabric of Pedrouços there is an area with buildings, offices 

and housing services, accompanied by a tree-shaded pedestrian Boulevard as a space of transit and 

residence, articulating the Algés Square and the Tower of Belem. 

 

 
Fig. 2 — Urban plan between Lisbon and Oeiras. Source: author 
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INTERPRETATIVE CENTRE AND TRAIN STATION NEAR THE TOWER OF BELÉM 

 

 

Adding to the cultural importance of the Tower of Belém, the interpretation centre takes place 

next to the former, with its own independent program. It establishes a relation with the existing 

monuments and territory, contextualizing them in time, while allowing the possible finding of 

archaeological artefacts found during construction of the infrastructure and studying and topics 

related to the understanding of the place/territory for its biophysical aspects and ecosystems. 

The building is dedicated to an audience of various ages and interests, given its character of 

‘space for the senses’ that acts in stimulating observation and comprehension of the place through a 

permanent exhibition. The exhibition room, the auditorium and the library are the main spaces of the 

project, organized around a central and open courtyard, allowing a softer transition with the outer 

street. 

 

 

 
Fig. 3 — Interpretative center (3D model). Source: author 

Fig. 4 — Train station (3D model). Source: author 

 

 

The centre courtyard generates a symbiosis between the interpretive centre and the train station, 

creating a connection with the various transport modalities that serve this area of the city. 

In this infrastructure, the built-in services that generally feature a railway installation are designed 

for passenger service: a lobby that distributes the remaining spaces of circulation, ticket offices, 
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information desk, toilets and a shop. The lobby of each building leads to an intermediate floor that 

regulates the flow of user circulations. Under it, the boarding platform is implemented 13 meters 

below the street level. The whole structure generates wide spaces, experienced through the rhythm 

of the beams, pillars and light. 

Geographically, the station is located between Belém and Algés, inside a tunnel about a kilometre 

long, that allows the elimination of the previous railway barrier in the urban front of Belém. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

 

The exercise represented an effort in creating practical solutions from a technical point of view in 

order to design new spaces and new continuities. These solutions have resulted in measures of 

elimination of physical barriers such as road and by railways. 

On an initial stage, and on a smaller scale, the project was developed in a group. Later, once the 

infrastructure and strategy was defined, the work could be better channelled towards the 

development proposal for integrated cultural space, near the local historical monuments. Thus, the 

analysis sought to focus on assets and the creation of a program that invites reading and being part 

in the conservation of the site. 

It is also worth mentioning that the new cultural space has always been behind the transformation 

of the infrastructure in order to reduce its impact on the territory, and also to promote the use of 

public transportation. Due to its shape the station is a case study that can only lead to the 

development of the city. 

 

 


