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Science and the media



Why do we need science in the media?
1. That’s where most people get their information from (TV > 

newspapers > radio)

2. We don’t have enough science in the media 

3. People what to know about science from scientists



What are the challenges?
For researchers:

- understand how to 
interact with the media

- adapt the language 
and how to tell your 
story

For journalists:
- understand how to 

interact with scientists
- have time and space to 

tell good stories



What is newsworthy?
BREAKING NEWS

•New papers with remarkable scientific advances + explainable to lay audiences

•Big financed projects (ex: ERC)

•Awards

 BUT ALSO

•Opinion on current affairs

•Fact checking



When a journalist calls
1.Know how they work and what they need
2.Know what you want and what you need from 
them
3.Be available, be nice, know your science
4.Practice and dive in



When the communication office calls

1. Help them understand the story you have
2. Listen to the tips
3. Give them or help them make good pictures 

or videos about your work
4. Be available



News vs science



News values



How we have been doing

20 october 2025, comment on current affairs

https://tecnico.ulisboa.pt/pt/noticia/tecnico-nos-media/



How we have been doing

9 october 2025, president interview on science and higher education



How we have been doing



How we have been doing



When it’s not newsworthy?
•Going around the gatekeepers
•Social media
•Podcasts/videocasts
•Own website
•Partnerships
•Direct contact with people (open days, science fairs, going 
to schools, etc)



How to write news 
Title: clear and concise (unless other type of tone, 
depending on where to publish)
Subtitle: if there is the need for clarification of the title
Lead/1st paragraph: all the essential information
2nd paragraph: context
3rd paragraph: quotes and extra information



What is the 1st paragraph?
Who? – who did it (people, team, university)
What? – what did they do (that got the paper published)
When? – today, yesterday, tomorrow
Where? – in Lisbon, Portugal 
Why? – reason or cause

Sometimes

How - how did it happen?




