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Abstract

In healthcare, patients tend to be more aware of their needs than market producers. So, it is only normal
to start seeing innovative behavior emerging from them, or from their caregivers, to help them cope with
their health conditions, before producers.

Today, it is believed that these users share their innovative health-related solutions, also called
patient-driven solutions, on the Internet. However, the size of the Internet makes it hard to efficiently
manually browse for these solutions.

A focused crawler is a system that automatically browses the Web, focusing its search on a topic
of interest. This Master thesis proposes a focused crawler that searches the Web for patient-driven
solutions, storing and indexing them to ease a further medical screening. To perform the focusing task,
it was developed a distiller and a classifier. The distiller ranks the URLs to visit, sorting them by a given
score. This is a linear combination of three components, that depend on the content, URL context, or
scores of the pages where the URL was found. The classifier automatically classifies visited webpages,
verifying if they concern patient-driven solutions.

In this thesis, it is shown that the developed system outperforms a breadth-first crawling and common
focused approaches on measures of harvest rate and target recall, while searching for patient-driven
solutions. The proposed classifier’s results on crawled data deviate from its validation results. However,
it is proposed an approach to re-train the classifier with crawled data that improves its performance.

Keywords: focused crawler; Patient Innovation; web indexer; text classification
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Resumo

Na área da saúde, os doentes tendem a ter mais atenção às suas necessidades do que os produtores
de mercado. Então, é normal começar a ver um comportamento inovador vindo destes, ou dos seus
cuidadores, que os ajude a lidar com as suas condições de saúde, antes dos produtores.

Hoje, acredita-se que estes utilizadores partilham as suas soluções inovadoras relacionadas com
saúde, também chamadas soluções orientadas ao doente, na Internet. No entanto, o tamanho da
Internet faz com que seja difı́cil e ineficiente procurar por estas soluções manualmente.

Um crawler focado é um sistema que navega pela Web automaticamente, focando a sua procura
num tema de interesse. Esta tese de Mestrado propõe um crawler focado que procura por soluções
inovadoras orientadas ao doente na Web, guardando e indexando-as para facilitar uma futura tiragem
médica. Foram feitos um destilador e um classificador para desempenhar a tarefa de foco. O destilador
ordena os URLs a visitar, segundo uma dada pontuação. Esta é uma combinação linear de três compo-
nentes, que dependem do conteúdo, do contexto do URL ou das pontuações das páginas onde o URL
foi encontrado. O classificador classifica automaticamente as páginas web visitadas, verificando se se
referem a soluções orientadas ao doente.

Através da comparação de medidas de harvest rate e target recall, mostra-se que o sistema de-
senvolvido supera um crawl de busca em largura e abordagens focadas comuns, quando se procura
por soluções orientadas ao doente. Os resultados do classificador proposto em dados extraı́dos de
um crawl desviam-se dos resultados durante a sua validação. No entanto, foi proposta uma aborda-
gem para retreinar o classificador com dados provenientes de um crawl e os resultados mostram uma
melhoria no desepenho.

Keywords: crawler focado; Patient Innovation; indexador de web; classificação de texto
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 User Innovation

Formerly, users just influenced the market reactively, by giving their feedback on market’s products and
services, allowing producers to adjust them according to the users’ needs. But now, they have a more
active behavior. Their minds are set to take the initiative and contribute with new products or product
modifications themselves. They tend to be more aware of their needs than producers, therefore, they are
prone to innovate. They innovate expecting to improve the benefit they acquire from a certain product
or service. This type of innovation is classified as user innovation, a phenomenon studied by several
socio-economic researchers.

In [6], Gault defines user innovators as users who change a good or a service to enhance the
benefits it provides. In [7], the authors further divide these defined innovators into two classes, defining
user innovator as a single firm or individual that creates an innovation in order to use it, and producer
innovator as a person or firm that innovates for profit, getting no direct use-value from their innovations.
In the scope of this dissertation, the latter definition of user innovator will be used. To insert the definition
in the actual problem, it is considered that a patient who creates an innovation for its own use is a user
innovator. The same happens if a caregiver, i.e. someone closely related to the patient, is the creator.
Still, someone who creates an innovation for profit is not considered as user innovator.

The growth of user innovation causes a huge impact on the market, shifting the job of innovating to
users and collaborations between users and producers. The motivation behind user innovation is push-
ing users to innovate more and more, outperforming market innovation processes. To give an example,
around 19 − 36% of the users of industrial products and 10 − 38% of users of consumer products have
been found to modify products [8]. Additionally, their inventions or modifications can show improvements
on efficiency, usability, price and other market metrics over their parallel retail products [9], [10].

However, user innovations are not only valuable for the market expansion. People need pragmatic
solutions for their problems, solutions that are not being covered on the market, either because they do
not exist or the alternatives are too expensive. This drives users to invent the solutions themselves, to
fulfill the needs the market is not addressing.

This behavior can be seen all across the market sectors. Users are reinventing sports trainings and
products [11], [12], finding new ways to improve energy production [9], [1], and inventing new devices
and ways to help them cope with a disease or condition [13], [14]. The latter behavior is the a main focus
of this dissertation.

These factors emphasize the importance of information collection about user innovation. However,
little is being done to find out pragmatic ways of identifying user innovation and propagate user innovative
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solutions.

1.1.1 Identifying user innovation

Identifying user innovation is a challenging task. First, there is the challenge of identifying good sources
of information. User innovations tend to pass unnoticed on public media because they stay on the
shadow of company innovations, those made by known companies that attract the media attention.
Then, one has to verify if the found innovations satisfy the definition of user innovation. To illustrate this
problem, Figure 1.1 depicts a flowchart explaining the criteria for identifying user innovations used in
[1]. The portrayed process complies with this dissertation’s definition of user innovation. Afterwards, it is
common practice to have experts on the subject performing a final in-depth analysis to the innovations
retrieved [1].

Figure 1.1: Criteria for consumer (user) innovation identification, extracted from [1]

Some examples of this process can be seen in [9] and in [1]. In the first, Hyysalo et al. analyzed
Finish heat-pump and wood pellet Internet forums, searching for certain keywords and Do It Yourself
(DIY) sections, to identify user inventions. They interviewed some of the its creators to gather more in-
formation on their inventions, so they could be further filtered on an assessing process made by experts
on the subject. While in [1], it was used a combination of network search lead-user identification meth-
ods, explained on [15], to identify user innovations. They found out 300 potential consumer inventions or
modifications that obeyed their definition of user innovation, which were then reduced to 213 by external
experts.

2



1.1.2 User innovation diffusion

The propagation of user innovative ideas is also an important topic on the matter. It was previously
said that a large percentage of users modify or invent new products, most of them enhancing in some
aspects its retail version. Therefore, it exists the need of studying current ways and finding out new ones
for user innovation dissemination.

For example, in [9], the experts assessed all identified user innovations on their potential for diffusion.
On the research made in [1], it was analyzed how the diffusion of the selected innovations happened,
and it was constructed a predictor for whether or not a given innovation should have diffused.

The efforts being made show that this is a major concern on this topic, and that there is a large
demand for dedicated platforms for user innovation diffusion.

1.2 Motivation

As mentioned, users are more aware of their needs. In healthcare, the word ”need” is not an under-
statement. Some users (in this case patients) have been living with the same health condition for years,
sometimes even their whole life. These individuals have to cope with daily life problems, imposed by
their health condition, for which medicine does not provide a solution. This forces them to be constantly
thinking of new ways to make their lives better, to approach new methods, to take some risks if that
opens a whole new better life for them. Therefore, it is not a surprise that this area has a great po-
tential for user innovation. Users are very concerned with their own well-being, more concerned than
any producer in the healthcare industry. It is normal that they start to think of solutions, to help them or
help others close to them coping with their health conditions, before professional innovators do. In fact,
current literature [16] highlights the innovation capacity of patients and informal caregivers to develop
solutions for health condition derived problems, which were not being addressed on the market.

Additionally, Internet, in its current state, is the largest source of knowledge in the world. This makes
it easily accessible by anyone, which means people may learn about anything, anywhere. Furthermore,
Internet eases the creation of global social communities. Users engage in this groups to share and
acquire knowledge at the distance of a click. This environment drives user innovation appearance,
making it publicly available for anyone to witness.

The user innovation being observed in the healthcare area and the noticeable presence of the Inter-
net in today’s society prompts investigators to study the intersection of the two. For this purpose, Oliveira
and Canhão created the Patient Innovation platform, an online open platform with a community of over
60.000 users and more than 800 health related innovative solutions developed by patients and informal
caregivers from all over the world, shared and medically screened from 2014 to 2018. These solu-
tions were found by manually browsing the Web, through search engines like Google and DuckDuckGo,
searching for a combination of appropriate keywords.

However, the current searching method is not effective nor efficient, considering the amount of infor-
mation currently available on the Web. Although the amount of patient-driven solutions is expected to
be vast, they are hard to find. They may be posted on low-profile webpages, e.g., a personal blog, a
personal profile of a social network, a local journal. These are hard to spot by manually searching the
web, as they will hardly be at the top results of any search engine, even if they contain all the keywords
that are being searched for. Furthermore, keywords alone do not cover the specificity of patient-driven
solutions. A more focused model is needed.

Consequently, there is the need for a system that automates that Internet search, retrieving solutions
in a much more effective and efficient manner. A focused web crawler is the ideal system for that task. It
has the ability to quickly run through several webpages, avoiding pages concerning non-specified topics,
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while classifying the parsed pages’ relevancy to the specified topic. This way, patient-driven solutions
can be searched for in a much faster way than through manual search, leaving the human work only
for medical screening. Furthermore, the crawler has the ability to reach subtopics in this area never
addressed by the current analysts, as it can do a much more comprehensive search. A web indexer can
index all the relevant information found, making it easily searchable, by relevancy score, topic, keywords,
title and other metadata. This system can greatly increase the publication rate and diversity of health-
related solutions in online user innovation diffusion platforms, like the Patient Innovation platform.

Although, there is already some research on how to identify and study the user innovation phe-
nomenon over the Internet in some areas [11] [1] [9], an automatic system that crawls the Web searching
for this type of information has not been done before.

1.3 Proposed Solution

This work implements a focused crawler, capable of efficiently searching for patient-driven solutions. The
system is set to start from a set of hand picked Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), called seed URLs,
which have the potential to be linked to other URLs about the target topic. To classify and set the fetching
order of webpages, the crawler implements a classifier and a distiller, respectively. The classifier is an
implementation of a 2-layered text classifier, trained with webpage samples of the DMOZ repository and
with samples from the Patient-Innovation platform. It identifies parsed webpages concerning patient-
driven solutions. The distiller sets the fetching order of newly discovered URLs, favoring those believed
to relate to the solutions being searched for.

The crawler outputs relevant results to a web indexer, which organizes the information making it pos-
sible to be searched for. It is possible to query the index on fields of title, content, URL and others, and
the query results can be sorted by their similarity score with the queried phrase and by their relevancy
score to patient-driven solutions. This facilitates the medical screening of the solutions found, as the
results obtained from the system are meant to be further analyzed by experts.

1.4 Objectives and Results

The main goal of this work is to automate the patient-driven solutions search, while doing an automatic
maintenance of the webpages where they reside, in order to make the web search more efficient and
comprehensive, keeping the information up to date. Another goal is to provide a system that efficiently
indexes all the relevant information found, presenting also an interface to interact with the provided
index. The final purpose of the proposed system (composed of the web crawler and the web indexer)
is to collect webpages containing patient-driven solutions, meant to be further refined and processed
by experts, so they can be published in an online user innovation diffusion platform, like the Patient
Innovation platform.

The crawler’s text classifier was tested on a crawled set of webpages, to evaluate its performance on
crawled data. The proposed crawler was compared to a broad crawler and common focused crawling
approaches on metrics of harvest rate and target recall.

The results show that the proposed approach outperforms the other comparing methods, being more
efficient while searching for patient-driven solutions. Also, they show that incrementally training the
custom classifier with crawled data can improve the solution search precision.
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1.5 Achievements

As a result of this thesis, a paper has been accepted and presented at the 10th European Symposium
on Computational Intelligence and Mathematics (ESCIM 2018) and an invitation has been received to
extend the paper for publication as a book chapter in a Springer lecture notes volume.

1.6 Outline

Chapter 2 presents the related work required to understand the development and evaluation of this
thesis’ system. Chapter 3 describes the dataset used in this system development, as well as its cleaning
process. Chapter 4 demonstrates the system architecture, describes its components and interactions
and explains how each custom component was implemented. Chapter 5 describes the experiments
done to evaluate the system’s performance. It also shows the results obtained followed by observations
and drawn conclusions. Finally, Chapter 6 concludes this Master thesis with a summary, final thoughts
and future work.
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Chapter 2

Related Work

This chapter describes the fundamental concepts that the reader needs to know in order to understand
this Master thesis.

First, it gives an overview of the Text Classification concept, additionally describing some classifi-
cation models used in this work. Furthermore, it describes the evaluation framework usually followed
on this type of classification problems. The Web Crawling section describes the architecture and com-
mon processes undertaken in a crawler program, it gives a review of the types of crawlers and focused
crawler guiding components that exist, describes the performance metrics used to evaluate a focused
crawler, describes the common problems and limitations in a Web crawling process and analyzes cur-
rent State-of-the-art open-source crawlers, stating their advantages and disadvantages with respect to
the goal of this thesis. The Web Indexing section explains the web indexing process, highlighting the
most common technique used to build web indexes and giving the example of Solr, the open-source
web indexer and search platform used on this thesis development. Finally, the last section addresses
previously done work concerning automatic crawling and classification of the health and user innovation
subjects.

2.1 Text Classification

With nowadays’ digital documents availability and mass production, automatic text classification is a cru-
cial procedure for categorizing documents. Normally, this categorization is either topic-based (sports,
science, arts, politics, etc) or genre-based (scientific articles, news reports, movie reviews, advertise-
ments, etc) [17].

Text classification methods use Natural Language Processing (NLP) as a tool for text processing.
NLP is the science that studies text analysis and processing. Documents are sets of unstructured
data (text). These can be chaotic, presented in all shapes and sizes, so usually it is needed some
pre-processing before documents are fed to classifiers for training and classification. It is through NLP
methods that that processing is done.

Common text pre-processing steps are:

• Normalization - the text is lower cased, textual accents are removed, and numbers, dates, acronyms
and abbreviations are written in a canonical form or removed.

• Tokenization - single or multiple-word terms are separated, to form tokens.

• Stopword removal - common words, like ”to”, ”and”, ”or” in the English language, are removed.

• Lemmatization - words are transformed into their lemma.
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• Stemming - words are transformed into their stem.

Between stemming and lemmatization only one process is chosen. These are two different forms of
mapping different words to the same term, when they are derived or inflected from that term.

The most common approaches for text classification tasks include [17]: Näive Bayes (NB) variants,
k-Nearest Neighbors (kNN), Logistic Regression or Maximum Entropy, Decision Trees, Neural Network
(NN), and Support Vector Machine (SVM). These usually use stylometric and syntactic features, repre-
senting each document or class as an unordered set of terms. To each term is associated a presence
or a frequency value, and no semantic meaning is kept. This is called a bag-of-words model.

The most common approaches use variations and combinations of Term Frequency (TF) and Inverse
Document Frequency (IDF) transformations as feature values, showed on equations 2.1 and 2.2 in their
most simplistic forms.

These approaches demonstrate great results and they are the most used ones [18] [19]. However,
it is a very restrictive technique for document representation as it fully removes the semantic relations
within the document. Thus, the research community realized that using semantic features for text clas-
sification can achieve better performances. Hence, text classification is gradually evolving from syntax-
based to semantically-driven approaches [18].

tfi = ni, where ni is the number of occurrences of term i (2.1)

idfi =
N

Ni
,

where N is the total number of documents
and Ni is the number of documents where
feature i appears

(2.2)

In text classification problems, using terms as features can result in a very large feature space. One
approach that reduces the feature space uses pre-trained Word2Vec [20] models to transform each
word into a vector of features. Each word vector representation is obtained by training a Neural Network
model using a very large dataset. This model obtains each word vector representation by analysis of
each word’s neighbor words. This representation holds some semantic value, as words with similar
meanings will have similar vector representations, because they will have similar neighbor words. This
presents some additional value over the TF-IDF approach, that just uses syntactic knowledge. All the
word vectors of a document can then be averaged to make a document vector representation. This
approach often reduces the feature space and it has proven to perform better than a regular TF-IDF
approach when combined with it [21].

One alternative classification approach is the Fuzzy Fingerprint Classifier (FFP-C), which was first
used in [22] for authorship identification. This method consists of applying a fuzzy function to the top
most frequent terms in each class, which is called the class fingerprint. The same is done for each
document to be classified, and its fingerprint is then compared to the classes’ fingerprints to see to what
class the document belongs to.

In the following Sections, it will be briefly described the Multinomial Näive Bayes (MNB),SVM and
Logistic Regression (LR) methods. Also, a more detailed description of the FFP-C method will be given.
These are important approaches used in this thesis.

2.1.1 Multinomial Naive Bayes

Naive Bayes classification is a simple, yet powerful, approach for classification problems. It is a fast
algorithm and it has demonstrated to be an effective approach for text classification problems [23].

A Naive Bayes classifier is a probabilistic classifier that uses the Bayes theorem as its main tool for
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class prediction. The main idea behind it is to find the most probable class to which a sample belongs,
given the sample. Using the Bayes rule, this can be mathematically translated to

arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci|x) = arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci)P (x|Ci)

P (x)
= arg max

0≤i<N
P (Ci)P (x|Ci) = arg max

0≤i<N
P (Ci, x) (2.3)

Where Ci is the class i, on a total of N classes, and x is the sample being classified. x is represented
by the feature vector x = (x0, x1, . . . , xn−1), where n is the number of features.The denominator P (x)

can be dropped on equation 2.3, because it is equal for every class.
Using the definition of conditional probability one has

arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci)P (x|Ci) = arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci, x) (2.4)

This naive approach assumes that each feature is conditional independent from every other feature.
Using the chain rule, this leads to

arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci, x) = arg max
0≤i<N

P (Ci)

n∏
k

P (xk|Ci) (2.5)

In Multinomial Naive Bayes classification, each feature value of each sample is considered to be
drawn from a multinomial distribution. This means that P (xk|Ci) follows a multinomial distribution. In text
classification, this events can be represented by word occurrences in a document. In [24], McCallum
and Nigam give an in depth explanation of how to use the Multinomial Naive Bayes model for text
classification.

2.1.2 Support Vector Machine

SVMs are one of the most used machine learning approaches for text classification. A current study
shows that the use of SVMs for this task is the most popular approach [19] between a large number of
collected researches and, in some contexts, it outperforms other text classification methods [25]. Even
if it is not the choice for a system classifier, SVMs are very often used to compare performances with
other State-of-the-art approaches.

A SVM is a discriminative classifier formally defined by a separating hyperplane. Given labeled
training data, the algorithm produces a hyperplane which gives an optimal division of the training data,
with the goal of optimal categorization of new samples. This hyperplane is obtained by an optimization
problem which tries to maximize the classification margins (represented by dashed lines in Figure 2.1),
the distances from the closest points of the training data to the hyperplane to the hyperplane itself. The
solution to the problem finds these points, called support vectors, and sets the margins according to
them. Lecture notes [2] can be read for further theoretical explanation and demonstration.

For ease of comprehension one can imagine an SVM problem in two dimensional space. On this,
a hyperplane is a line dividing a plane into two parts, where classes lay on separate sides. Figure 2.1
shows an abstract example of labeled data separated by a hyperplane with its margins set, obtained by
the SVM algorithm.

In the space showed in Figure 2.1 the data is linearly separable, but with real world data full separa-
tion of data using a linear hyperplane is often an impossible task. Therefore, most implementations of
SVMs include three main parameters to tune a SVM classifier. These are the kernel, the regularization
parameter and the gamma parameter.

The kernel specifies a function which will transform the feature space into a possibly larger space,
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Figure 2.1: SVM example, extracted from [2]

where the data can be linearly separable. Non-linear kernels are used when the data is not linearly
separable in the feature space, that usually happens when the feature space is too small and/or there is
a lot of data and it is mixed.

The regularization parameter determines the cost of missclassification of training samples. A higher
regularization value will make the SVM prioritize separability, even if that means very narrow margins,
because the cost of missclassification is high. A lower value of regularization will make the SVM look for
wider margins, prioritizing the margin for error, even if that means some missclassification occurrences,
because the cost of missclassification is low. Summarizing, this parameter controls the trade-off between
margins width, which represent the flexibility of the classifier, and missclassification rate, which represent
the base accuracy of the classifier.

The gamma parameter controls how many training point influence the calculation of the separation
hyperplane. Higher values will make only the closest point to the plane influence its calculation, while
lower values will include further points into its calculation.

In text classification problems, the most common approaches use terms TF-IDF values as features,
making the feature space dimension as large as the number of terms. This results in a very large feature
space, which means most of the times a linear kernel is enough for data separation. The use of non-
linear kernels is unnecessary in this cases and makes the system much less time efficient. Using SVMs
with Word2Vec features most of the times reduces the dimensions of the feature space, and it can get
better results than with TF-IDF values.

2.1.3 Logistic Regression

Like Naive Bayes, Logistic Regression is also a probabilistic model.

Logistic Regression uses the logistic function, also called sigmoid function, as probabilistic model to
predict a dependent unknown variable. The sigmoid function is presented on equation 2.6

σ(x) =
1

1 + e−x
(2.6)

In a binary classification problem, we have the variable y ∈ {−1; 1} that we want to predict. Sample
x = (x0, x1, . . . , xn−1) is linearly combined with a set of parameters w = (wo, w1, . . . , wn) to form a linear
model. Logistic Regression uses this model to obtain its probability model, which is showed on equation
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2.7

P (y|x) =
1

1 + e−ywT x
(2.7)

Logistic Regression use the maximum-likelyhood estimation method to obtain the w coefficients. This
involves a minimization problem that focuses on minimizing the error in the probabilities predicted by the
model when it takes as input the training data. For example, for every training sample x labeled with
y = 1, we would want to have P (y = 1|x) as close to 1 as possible.

Although fundamentally different models, both Logistic Regression and SVM build their model by
resolving an optimization problem. For a linear SVM, both approaches solve a similar optimization
problem [26]. LibLINEAR [26] is a software library that takes advantage of this and implements both
models in a single linear classification package. This library is used in the development of this thesis.

2.1.4 Fuzzy Fingerprints Classifier

The FFP-C has been an emerging technique for text classification. Studies show it can successfully
categorize text documents, ranging from a dual-classification problem [27] [28] to one with dozens of
classes [22] [29], while outperforming common approaches such as NBs and SVMs when applied to
certain problems.

In computer science, fingerprinting a resource, such as a document or any computer file, consists of
mapping the resource’s data, which can be arbitrarily large, into what is called a fingerprint, which is of
fixed size and uniquely identifies the resource [29]. This compression makes resource comparison more
efficient and avoids having to read the full content to uniquely identify a resource.

The FFP-C takes advantage of this technique, creating compact fingerprints of documents for text
classification purposes. Each class fingerprint comprises the top-k most frequent tokens, usually distinct
words or stylometric features, in the documents of the class, with k being an adjustable parameter.
Formally, the fingerprint of class j is a list of k tuples {vi, ni}, where vi is the i-th most frequent token
and ni its corresponding count, ordered by ni in descending order, and ni ∈ Fj which is the set of tokens
of class j [29]. To this ordered list is applied a fuzzy function, to assign a membership value to each
feature based only on its rank in the list [29]. This is a strictly decreasing function, with maximum equal
to 1. In its most simplistic form, a fuzzy function can be of the form:

µ(i) =
k − i
k

, i = 0, . . . , k − 1 (2.8)

Occasionally, after getting the top-k tokens but before the application of the fuzzy function, in addition
to counting the frequency of each token, a value called Inverse Class Frequency (ICF) is multiplied to
each token frequency, generating the final value over which the tokens will be ordered. This ICF is and
adaption of the IDF, but classes are used instead of documents to identify common tokens between
classes. Formally,

icfv =
J

Jv
, (2.9)

where J is the total number of classes and Jv is the number of classes where token v is present [29].
This approach is used when documents are too small, and so tokens have a high probability of having
similar frequencies within a class.

To find the belonging class of an unseen document D, its fingerprint is calculated the same way a
class fingerprint is, without the ICF term as that is only applied to classes. Having ΦD, the fingerprint of
D, and considering Φj the fingerprint of class j, document D is assigned to the class j resulting from
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the formula:

arg max
0≤j<J

simD(j) (2.10)

where

simD(j) =
∑ min(µv(ΦD), µv(Φj))

k
(2.11)

where µv(Φx) is the membership value associated with the rank of the token v in fingerprint Φx.
A threshold can also be set, to assign candidates to a ”negative” class if the similarity score of

equation 2.11 is below that threshold, for every class.

2.1.5 Classification performance evaluation

It is common to evaluate a text classifier’s performance with metrics of accuracy, recall (or true positive
rate), precision and F1-score (also called F -measure). To define these, it is useful to first know the
definition of a confusion matrix.

A confusion matrix is the cross-referencing of the classification results with the actual class member-
ships of the classified samples. To give an example, in a binary classification problem there exists two
classes, the positive class and the negative class. Therefore, there are four possible outcomes when
cross-referencing the resulting labels with the actual ones: a True Positive (TP), when a positive sample
is classified as positive; a True Negative (TN), when a negative sample is classified as negative; a False
Positive (FP), when a negative sample is incorrectly classified as positive; a False Negative (FN), when
a positive sample is incorrectly classified as negative. Table 2.1 shows how these occurrences are nor-
mally displayed in a confusion matrix. In each cross-referenced cell should be the frequency of each
outcome.

Predicted class
Positive Negative

Positive TP FNActual
class Negative FP TN

Table 2.1: Confusion matrix of a binary classification problem.

All classification performance measures can be derived from the confusion matrix. Equations 2.12,
2.13, 2.14 and 2.15 show how the measures of accuracy, recall, precision and F1-score can be calcu-
lated, respectively.

Accuracy =
TP + TN

TP + TN + FP + FN
(2.12)

Recall =
TP

TP + FN
(2.13)

Precision =
TP

TP + FP
(2.14)

F1score =
2× Precision×Recall
Precision+Recall

(2.15)

Accuracy is the fraction of correctly classified samples. Recall is the proportion of positive samples
classified as so. Precision measures the fraction of positive predicted samples that are in fact positive
samples. F1-score is the harmonic mean between precision and recall.
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This can also be applied to multi-class classification problems. One has just to consider one class
as positive and the rest as negative, when he wants to apply this framework to the considered class.
However, a common approach is to do a weighted average of all metrics between all classes to get an
overall performance. For example, equation 2.16 shows how to calculate the weighted precision of a
classification problem with N classes. Here, ni is the total amount of samples whose actual class is i
and nT is the total amount of samples.

Precision =

∑N
i Precisioni × ni

nT
(2.16)

2.2 Web Crawling

A web crawler is one of the principal systems of modern information retrieval. Web crawling is the act of
going through a web graph, that represents a network where each node represents a resource (usually
a document), gathering data at each node according to its needs. According to [30], web crawling dates
back to 1993, when one was made with the purpose of generating statistical information about the web
growth.

The need of web crawling rose with the large increase of web resources available on the Internet.
Through the analysis of very well known search engines like Google1 and Bing2, Kunder created a
website [31] which estimates that, at the time of writing, the indexed Web contains at least 4.58 billion
pages. Additionally, there is the hidden web, that is estimated to be around 70% of the total Web. This
makes the Internet the largest and most accessible information resource in the world. However, such
amount of information cannot possibly be processed manually, only computers have the processing
power to do so. That is why the crawler is the main component of search engines, nowadays.

Nonetheless, it has many more applications. It can be used for web data mining, for example to
compare shopping prices or sentiment analysis. It can be used to collect bilingual corpus for translation
purposes [32], to build an archive [33], or to gather local news of one’s interest. The list of applications
is endless, it all depends on the users’ information need.

2.2.1 Basic Architecture

A web crawler always begins its activity from a set of chosen URLs, called seed URLs. From them it
goes through a series of steps, that can be followed analyzing its architecture, depicted by Figure 2.2.
Its composition is made of:

1. URL frontier - a component that stores, usually in a strict order, the URLs to be fetched.

2. Fetcher - it fetches the URLs fed by the frontier, following communication protocols like HTTP,
HTTPS and FTP to interact with web resources.

3. Domain Name System (DNS) resolver - it interacts with the fetcher for the purposes of web re-
source name resolution.

4. Parser - it extracts the information on the web resources pointed by the fetched URLs and extracts
all the URLs inside those resources.

5. Duplicate content detection module - it interacts with a storing system containing the fingerprints
(also called signatures) of already fetched resources (documents) to detect repeated content.

1https://www.google.com/
2https://www.bing.com/
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Figure 2.2: Basic architecture of a web crawler, extracted from [3]

These fingerprints are the results of hash functions applied to the documents’ content, and they
are made to avoid having to compare the full content of documents.

6. URL filter module - a module for filtering the URLs of a website, respecting the robots.txt file
(described in Section 2.2.5), which sets constraints on some resources of a website.

7. URL duplicates elimination module - a module which prevents URLs from being added to the
frontier if they are already in it or if they were already crawled.

2.2.2 Types of web crawlers

Although crawlers began as simple programs whose goal was to crawl the entire web, gathering as
much information as they could, as time advanced, user’s needs and the Internet structure evolved as
well, together with the growth of available information. Thus, different types of crawlers began to appear.
In [34], a very detailed State-of-the-art review about the different types of crawlers, pointing out their use
and their potential for future areas of research. Other relevant references include [35], [36] and [30].

The following Sections describe the basic types of web crawlers, highlighting the types to which the
crawler system implemented on this thesis belongs. Additionally, state-of-the-art examples of each type
will be given.

Broad and Focused crawlers

Concerning the target results of a crawl, we can differentiate crawlers into two categories, broad and
focused crawlers.

• Broad crawlers, as every crawler, begin from a limited set of URLs, and from them they aim to
collect all the webpages whose URLs they encounter. They are the backbone of a general search
engine, like Google or Yahoo3. However, they can be also used on an intranet, to later index all
resources in it. These crawlers usually follow a breadth-first approach in URL visiting, following the
URL extraction order, or a link analysis based approach, where URLs are fetched according to a
score that is given to them based on their connections to other websites, i.e. their outlinks to and
inlinks from other websites. Famous link analysis algorithms are PageRank [37] and HITS [38].

3https://www.yahoo.com/
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• Focused, or preferential, crawlers are only interested in a subset of all the URLs they extract.
They have an extra component, the guiding component, that filters and/or orders the URLs for
fetching based on the domain they are part of, on the content and/or structure of the webpage
where they were found and/or on the geographic location of the server hosting the webpage. This
component takes care of classifying the relevancy of webpages with respect to a specific topic,
analyzing its parsed content, domain, location, surrounding text of its URL. This last feature can
range from just the anchor text of the URL, which is the hyperlinked text associated with the URL
on the webpage it was found, to the full content of the webpage. Newly discovered URLs are
sorted in an order influenced by the results of the classification process. This type of crawler will
be the main focus of this Master thesis, with the crawler’s guiding component being a combination
of a text classifier and a distiller (a URL classifier).

Continuous crawlers

Nowadays information is entering in the Web at a fast pace. Websites keep changing and updating
their pages to cope with this evolution. Therefore, depending on the kind of application a crawler is
supporting, there might be the need of keeping up with the webpages updates. Regarding this we can
distinguish between two types of crawlers: snapshot and incremental crawlers.

• Snapshot crawlers crawl each webpage only once. They retrieve a snapshot of a webpage at
a certain time and usually stop the crawl when they reach the target number of pages desired.
Snapshot crawling is useful for large scale crawls, as it can be concerned only with coverage, min-
imizing the amount of state information it has to store for each webpage. Because it does not need
to revisit webpages, it just needs the URI (or a fingerprint of it) to check if certain resource was
already fetched or not [39]. However, for the majority of applications, an up-to-date index of web-
pages is needed. One could think webpage maintenance could be achieved with this approach,
doing periodic re-crawls starting from the same seed URLs, but this most certainly would bring
inconsistency issues because the content of some webpages would change, referencing different
pages from the last time. Thus, the crawl would reach out to different pages and possibly miss
old ones. Additionally, one would fetch also the unchanged documents, resulting in unnecessary
effort.

• Incremental, or continuous, crawlers try to always have the last image of a webpage. They
appeared as a response to the snapshot crawler problems. While crawling the Web, they make
sequential scheduled fetches to a same webpage, to examine their updating rate, and adjust their
schedule depending on whether or not and when it has been modified. If it changed, they discard
the old information and parse the webpage again to store the updated one, or keep an additional
snapshot of that webpage, for example, to keep track of the evolution of the Web[40]. Downsides
of this style of crawling are the need of storage of more URI state information, like the last time
it was fetched and last modified dates, and the time consumption spent in revisiting, rather than
expanding the webpage index. Nonetheless, this is the most used approach of the two, specially
in focused crawlers, considering that applications using these gain more in having a selective
up-to-date index rather than a very complete and extensive one, which is most likely out-of-date.

The work presented in this Master thesis follows an incremental crawling approach, since keeping the
information regarding user innovative solutions up-to-date is a natural requirement. It takes advantage
of the Nutch Adaptative Fetch Schedule [41] functionality, which has a default and bounded re-fetch
interval, that is decreased or increased by a configurable factor, depending on whether a webpage has
been modified or not, respectively. It can even include the last time a page was modified in a formula
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to adjust that factor. Other State-of-the-art approach to incremental crawling is the one presented by
Singhal et al. in [42], where each URL starts with the same refresh rate, that is adjusted according to
a formula that depends on the probability of change of a webpage. This probability is an estimation
calculated through the frequency of changes on the page after a number of hits. Furthermore, URLs
are distributed per queues refreshing time wise, i.e., URLs with lower refreshing times are put in lower
indexed queues, which are hit more often than URLs in higher indexed queues. Additionally, within each
queue, URLs are sorted by PageRank score, to also add a component of relevance to this crawler.
A more complex example is shown in [43], where the authors claim that it is not possible to check if
pages have been modified or not without actually crawling them. Therefore, they propose a method for
predicting lately modified and newly added pages, based on a parameter they call modifying probability,
that depends on a page structure pattern and on the hierarchical structure of websites. The time interval
set to re-crawl a webpage is calculated through that page’s modifying probability and the portion of
candidate pages to re-crawl are set according to the pages’ structure patterns.

Parallel crawlers

The need to parallelize the process of gathering web documents emerged with the rapid expansion of
the Web. Therefore, researchers started to create strategies to parallelize crawling processes. This led
to the appearance of techniques for centralized and distributed crawling, as opposed to single-process
crawling.

• Single-process crawling, as the name implies, does all the processes of a crawler in a sequential
manner. This way of crawling has many limitation. The main one is the fact that all processes run
sequentially, although many crawling processes can be run independently. For example, all the
processes concerning different websites can be parallelized. Other limitation is the fact that a
website can block a machine from accessing its content if it detects a large amount of accesses
in a short amount of time from that same machine. This can be avoided if these accesses are
distributed amongst different machines.

• Centralized parallel crawling is the most used crawling technique nowadays. It is usually re-
ferred to as distributed crawling, although there is a difference between this and a fully distributed
approach. It usually employs a master-slave strategy, where the master takes the control of the
main flow of the crawl (e.g.: initialization, data storage, process creation and termination) and
distributes the URLs between the available slaves, for them to fetch, parse and/or index. This
distribution strategy can be domain-based, geographically-based, topic-based, amongst others.

• Fully distributed crawling is the same as centralized crawling, but the control of the program does
not reside just on one machine. This avoids having a single point of failure and has a distributed
file system where distributed storage and replication may occur. It has higher availability and fault
tolerance than a centralized approach but it is often harder to manage and monitor, as there is no
central point of control.

[44] is an example of a fully distributed crawler. Here Boldi et al. decided to build a crawler with complete
decentralization of every task. This crawler presents a fault tolerant architecture where all the compo-
nents, except for one, work in an asynchronous fashion, providing the highest degree of parallelization
possible. It also assigns URLs to available agents using consistent hashing, a hashing technique origi-
nally made for distribution of Web caches, to reduce the number of remapped hosts over the agents.

The Nutch approach for distributed crawling is one of the State-of-the-art approaches. It runs on top
of Hadoop4, a framework which enables distributed processing and storage through simple programming

4http://hadoop.apache.org/
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models. This alone takes care of data replication and fully distribution, making the system fault tolerant.
Even though the program has just one master machine, if it fails all its data can be recovered and the
program can still go on, delegating other machine of the cluster as master. Regarding the distribution
strategy, Nutch has a queue per unique host and the number of threads per queue can be configured.
This allows for parallel processing per host, although an interval per request to host is set for politeness
reasons.

On the other hand, the approach in [45] does its distribution of URLs amongst machines based on
an ontology. The system is based on a master-slave approach, where each slave has its own crawler,
targeting pages which belong to a subtopic of the target ontology by starting from seed URLs chosen by
the master. The master keeps a pool of jobs in a shared memory space to distribute amongst the slaves.
In this shared space, the local results of each slave crawler are also stored, to avoid page duplication
amongst slaves.

In this work, it was decided to follow a single machine approach, using its multi-core capabilities to
parallelize tasks. At the time of writing, the post-processing of the relevant pages resulted by the crawler
(summarizing for posting on the final platform, background check, medical screening) is still planned
to be done by a few amount of people. Therefore, there is no need to overwhelm these analysts with
results. Thus, it was decided to work on the effectiveness of the crawler, trying to provide relevant results
with good precision and recall, rather than on its efficiency, which would focus on delivering more results
in less time. Nonetheless, as this project’s crawler uses Nutch, which runs on top of Hadoop, inter-
machine parallelization is easy to configure. So this crawler has the capability to deliver at a faster pace
when needed.

Other crawlers

There are other types of crawler that fall off of the scope of this thesis, but for the sake of State-of-the-art
review they will be briefly described.

A mobile crawler is one of them. It is mobile in a sense that it does not run on a predefined set of
machines. Instead, the processing is done on the server side, i.e., on the host machine where the target
documents reside. This reduces the bottleneck effect that the network requests have on the crawler,
by retrieving just the processed information of a webpage to the local database, instead of downloading
the entire page. Moreover, it also reduces the computational load at the client side, because most
processing is done on the server side. An example of this type is the one on [46]. Here, the authors
proposed a crawler which implements a master-slave design pattern. The master node runs a search
engine locally and uploads the slaves to the server side. They do all the content processing at the host,
whilst building their index. This process reduces the network load by solely sending the index to the
search-engine (master node). Obviously, mobile crawlers come with some deployment issues, as not
every host on the Web will let a crawler deploy a program on its server. But it is safe to assume that
mobile crawlers can be of more use on intranets.

There is also the hidden web crawler. The hidden web is the part of the web that is not indexed by
traditional crawlers, because there are no hyperlinks to this hidden information on indexed webpages.
This information is hidden behind forms or query interfaces, therefore, a hidden web crawler has to
implement different techniques from traditional crawlers. These include building meaningful queries to
access information through query interfaces, identifying searchable forms which hide information, incre-
mentally revisit hidden databases, extracting and study labels from forms and their respective values to
gain access to hidden data and determining the topic of information behind hidden resources forms [34].
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2.2.3 The Focused Crawler Guiding Component

In the core of a focused crawler lies its guiding component. It is the component that navigates the crawler
through the Web, according to the user’s information needs. [34] presents a very complete State-of-the-
art review about the different subcategories of focused crawlers, each category approaches one or more
types of guiding components.

In the majority of cases, a guiding component can follow webpage relevancy through four main ap-
proaches: URL based, content and structure based, topically link based and machine learning based
approaches. These tackle different aspects of the webpages being visited, however, they can be com-
bined. In fact, machine learning based approaches come hand-in-hand with one or more of the other
three.

URL based

URL based approaches conduct the crawler to follow URLs which are of a specific host or domain or
which contain a specific word or expression within a selected dictionary. The use of regular expression
filters is a flexible and intuitive technique for this kind of approach. One advantage of this approach
is that it decides whether a webpage is relevant or not without having to download it beforehand. It is
probably the most efficient approach, on the other hand, it doesn’t offer much flexibility and accuracy
while looking for topic-specific content.

Content and structure based

Content and structure based approaches cover a wide variety of cases. Most known approaches fall
on this category, even if not purely content based, most approaches must exploit a webpage content
to test it for relevancy. These consist of using an established taxonomy, a set of keywords, a prepared
set of documents or queries, to compare with the content of the webpages being visited. Approaches
that fall solely on this category include: using a Vector Space Model, which is a bag-of-words model
where documents are represented as vectors of terms, to represent the array of target words and the
full textual content or URL anchor text of the document being analyzed, calculating its relevancy through
scores of syntactic or semantic similarity [47] [48] [49]; using the webpage structure (specific parts of
the Document Object Model (DOM), specific metadata) for keyword spotting or link-context selection,
assigning different relevance levels according to the location [32] [50]; query search in integrated search
interfaces [51]. The downside of this methods is that most of the times the web documents must be
downloaded before they are checked for relevancy, contrary to the URL based approaches. This is not
the case for methods that just use the URL anchor text to check for document relevancy, however, this
approach tends to perform significantly worse than using the full (or most of the) content of the webpage
the URL points to, as the latter offers a much complete description of the document being analyzed.

Topically link based

In topically link based approaches, a focused crawler exploits the topical connection between webpages
to predict their relevancy to the topic of interest. Not to confound with regular link based approaches,
that broad crawlers use. These link based approaches first calculate the similarity of a webpage to the
relevant topic, usually by content based methods, and then decide whether or not to follow its outlinks,
based not only on its topic similarity but also on its topical connections to other webpages. These
connections can be expressed by context graphs [4] [52], which consist of a central node that represents
the topic being perceived, connected to several nodes that represent topics related to the central one.
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Nodes further away from the central node represent more general topics, with a wider topic definition and
conceptually further away from the central topic, while the closest nodes have a narrower topic definition
and are directly related to the topic of interest. Each node has a set of keywords or documents that
represent the concerning topic. A context graph example can be seen in Figure 2.3. Other approach
that takes advantage of topical connection without using a context graph is the one in [53], in which the
authors apply a modification to the well known PageRank algorithm to express topical concern. This
modification allows the crawler to stay on the topics of interest while considering webpages link scores.

Figure 2.3: Context graph example, extracted from [4]

Machine learning based

Given the current popularity of machine learning, these approaches are probably the ones getting the
most attention. A common practice is to use a text classifier to guide a focused crawl. It is very popular
because of the variety of web documents currently available, that can be used as training data. Several
popular text classifiers have been tested:NB,kNN, NN and SVM. [54] has done a variety of tests, crawling
the web for topical information, to evaluate the performance of NBs, SVMs and NNs for focused crawling
purposes, using a Vector Space Model with TF-IDF weights. They show that SVMs and NNs outperform
NBs for focused crawl guidance, the first two having similar performances. Still, NBs classifiers are used
due to their time efficiency and the fact that a likelihood threshold can be set to discard unseen negative
examples when one lacks negative examples in the training data [4], amongst other reasons. [55] uses
an ontology-driven approach to train a NN for crawl guidance. They demonstrate the superiority of NN
based focused crawling, comparing with other non machine learning approaches, and combining it with
an ontology definition makes the NN based approach reach higher performances.

Besides common supervised text classification methods, other machine learning techniques have
been applied. The authors in [56] have applied a reinforcement learning algorithm to update the weights
of entities within an ontology, which guides a focused crawl. In [57], the authors implemented a ge-
netic algorithm to expand their initial set of keywords, that guided the focused crawl, to achieve higher
precision and improve the crawl path. A Hidden Markov Model (HMM) was used in [58] to predict the
links which would lead to relevant results. The model was built from a concept graph, originated from
a manual browsing of the Internet. Each time the crawler reaches a page, it is assigned to a state of
the HMM. Each state is characterized by the number of hops the crawler needs to get to the target topic
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pages.
This Master thesis crawler will have a guiding component that is machine learning and content based.

It will use a two-layered text classifier to identify and score patient-driven solutions and a content based
distiller to set the fetching importance of newly discovered URLs. Their implementation will be described
in Section 4.

2.2.4 Performance Evaluation

For a focused crawler, we want to check if the pages it is retrieving are relevant for the user’s needs and
if it is doing so efficiently. Therefore, important indicators that test the focused crawler’s performance
are:

• Harvest Rate: This measure was first used in [59]. It determines, at several points of the crawl, the
fraction of pages crawled by the system that are relevant to the focused topic. It can be seen as
the precision measure of an information retrieval system. It examines all the crawled pages and,
through a classification method, confirms if a page is relevant or not. Usually it is very laborious
to manually classify the pages retrieved, therefore, in some cases, a classifier or a combination of
these is used to label the pages [59], [60]. This component, usually called evaluation classifier, is
trusted to present a fair classification because it is usually trained more throughly. It may use a
larger training set [60] and more complex features thus being more trustworthy than the crawling
classifier, as it is expected to hold more knowledge about the topic.

• Target Recall : This measure, throughly described in [61], estimates, during the crawl, the fraction
of total relevant pages that are fetched by the crawler. It can be seen as an estimate of the recall
measure of an information retrieval system. This estimate can be obtained by pre-defining a set
of target pages, and taking, at several points of the crawl, the fraction of those pages that were
already crawled.

The formulas for harvest rate and target recall can be seen on equations 2.17 and 2.18, respectively.
Here, St

C is the set comprising all the crawled pages at time t, R is the set of relevant pages on the Web
and RT ⊂ R is the set of target pages defined.

HarvestRate =
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TargetRecall =
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2.2.5 Problems and limitations

Most crawlers are built to run through the Internet, a public virtual place where there are no rules for how
to create a webpage, and hosts expect to have their servers up and available for everyone to visit their
websites. Therefore, crawlers must be alert for eventual webpages that may interfere with the crawling
path, and they also must be wiling to respect hosts.

Concerning crawler politeness, a crawler is expected not to overload hosts with requests, creating
an accidental Denial of Service (DoS) attack [62]. A solution for this problem is setting a maximum
frequency of requests to the same host, and having separate queues of URLs, that handle separate
hosts, alternating between queues to fetch URLs.

Another thing crawlers are expected to respect is The Robots Exclusion Protocol [63]. This standard
consists of a file written by hosts, called robots.txt, which states some rules a crawler should follow,
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along with optional information about the website. These rules can prevent all or specified crawlers
(user-agents) from accessing certain parts of a website or set a crawl delay for repeated accesses by
a same user-agent. An example of a robots.txt file can be seen in Figure 2.4. The first rule prohibits
every user-agent from accessing the folder ”directory 0”, while setting their repeated access delay to
that website to 10 seconds, and the second rule prohibits only the agent named ”SampleCrawler” from
accessing the folder ”directory 1”.

User−agent : ∗
Crawl−delay : 10
Disa l low : / d i r e c t o r y 0 /

User−agent : SampleCrawler
D isa l low : / d i r e c t o r y 1 /

Figure 2.4: Robots.txt example

There are no laws preventing a crawler’s bad behavior, however, these systems are expected to be
polite and respect the robots.txt standard.

On the other hand, hosts are expected to be polite as well, unfortunately some hosts set traps for
crawlers, intentionally or not. These include setting a crawl-delay to absurd time periods (that can go to
days of waiting) and websites that dynamically create pages for a crawler to keep following indefinitely.
Ways to avoid falling on these traps are: ignore websites that have a crawl-delay higher than a certain
amount of time; establish a maximum number of URLs to fetch per host, in total and/or per crawler
iteration; establish a maximum reachable path depth per website. Sometimes, these traps are purposely
set to catch impolite crawlers, that do not respect/read the robots.txt file. In those cases, the hosts write
a rule on the file to prevent the polite agents from falling into the trap, catching just the impolite robots
that do not regard the file.

2.2.6 Analysis of State-of-the-art open-source crawlers

For this project, instead of developing a web crawler from scratch, which would end up being very
inferior to the ones already available, it was decided to choose an open-source crawler and adjust it to
fulfill the project’s goal. This Section describes some of the State-of-the-art crawlers that were taken into
account, the ones that were explored more deeply. It gives an overview of them, their advantages and
disadvantages, which one was chosen and why.

ILSP-FC

This crawler [32], [64] was originally made for gathering domain-specific monolingual and bilingual cor-
pora. It was first released in October 2012 and its latest release was in June 2016.

Like most crawlers, it receives as input a list of seed URLs. But additionally, a user has to input a
list of keywords representing the domain the user wants to search for. Each keyword has a weight and
optionally one or more subclasses of the domain that the list is characterizing. Its architecture includes
modules for page fetching, web page normalization and cleaning (e.g.: metadata extraction, boilerplate
removal), a text classifier which leads the crawl, a link extractor, a module for exporting a webpage to an
XML file, which follows the cesDoc encoding standard, with the option of transforming it into an HTML
file for easy corpus browsing, a page deduplicator and a detector of parallel documents, i.e., documents
written in different languages that are supposed to have the same content. Usually one is the translation
of the other or they are both different translations of a single document.
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Its value for the project is in it’s text classifier and link extractor. The classifier follows a content and
structure based approach. It assigns a score to a webpage depending on the frequency of the terms
that match the domain description (list of keywords), their weight and their location in the webpage.
The link extractor assigns a score to each link of the webpage currently being analyzed, which depends
once again on the keywords term frequency in the link’s surrounding text and their weight, but also on
the page score and the number of links in it. This score then serves to set the fetching order of the
unseen links. These two components were seen as promising because we could define the domain as
extensively as we want, configuring and testing with different weights, to achieve promising results. We
could even do a linguistic analysis to the documents already posted on the Patient Innovation platform
to find the keywords that better describe the domain we are looking for.

The main drawback of this crawler was the fact that it was not very extensible comparing to some
of its competitors, so it would be hard to add new functionalities to it, including the indexer, and try to
plug new classifiers. Although promising, the text classifier was also too simplistic, with limited margin
for configuration, so it offered little flexibility to test out new approaches and in its form it could not
capture the details of the topic being perceived. Also, this crawler is poorly documented, being hard to
understand it and know how to adjust parameters and add functionalities.

Heritrix

This crawler [33], [65] was first released in December 2003 and it is still, at the time of writing, being
maintained and updated by an open-source community. The development of Heritrix was started by the
Internet Archive5’s team and its original purpose was to archive webpages, storing them as a snapshot
on the date the webpage was visited.

This crawler can be used for broad crawls or focused crawls. Its architecture is composed of 3 main
components: the Web Administrative Console, the Crawl Order and the Crawl Controller. The Crawl
Order is a configuration object that represents a crawl and its parameters, amongst them there are the
URLs seed list, URL filters and maximums and minimums (e.g.: bytes, threads, time interval) that can be
set overall or per domain basis. This can be sent to the Crawl Controller to execute the crawl itself, which
includes core modules for page fetching, link selection and content extraction (which is compatible with
a large variety of MIME-types) in addition to other extra modules. The Web Administrative Console is a
web-based user interface that lets the user interact with the other 2 components. The retrieved content
is saved in a compressed file format, the Internet Archive’s specific ARC file format. A focused crawl
is guided by precedence policies that choose the next URL to follow based on the precedence value
assigned to it. By default, these values are obtained considering only the URL, the number of hops
or target pages reached. However, content-based precedence policies have been made by external
entities and are freely available.

Some of its highlights are the Web Administrative Console, that lets the user intuitively configure a
crawl. It lets him start/pause/stop a crawl and keep checking its status through logs and reports. A
user can even adjust parameters mid-crawl through this interface. Heritix is already very complete, in
addition, it is also very extensible and very well documented, backed by a large and active community.

The main drawback is the fact that as it was made for archiving, it is not programmed to do incre-
mental crawling, although it was already done [39]. By default, it is set to store snapshots of webpages
in compressed ARC files and keep appending files without deleting old ones, even if they contain (new
or repeated) content of already visited websites, so it is hard to maintain and update specific website
content. Also, although it is not hard to integrate an indexer with Heritrix, due to its extensibility, there
are other open-source crawlers which already offer integrated indexers.

5https://archive.org/
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Nutch

The Nutch [66], [67] was developed by The Apache Software Foundation, a very well known non-profit
corporation due to its contribution to famous open-source projects. Its first release was in August 2005
and, like Heritrix, it is still maintained and updated at the time of writing. Its main goal was to offer more
transparency and control, to users and developers, over Web search processes, as opposed to other
commercial search engines, like Google, but still achieving the same performance.

Nutch has a very intuitive architecture, based on batch processing. Its batch operations, by se-
quence, are: Inject, Generate, Fetch, Parse, UpdateDB, InvertLinks, Dedup, Index and Clean. Like
the crawlers mentioned above, it first starts from a list of URLs called the seed list. The Inject opera-
tion injects all these URLs in the CrawlDB (the crawl database), which will store information about the
crawl ( URLs fetched and to fetch, their status, fetching schedule, fetching order, etc). The Generate
operation generates a Segment, used to store all the data about the URLs to fetch (the raw content of
the webpages to which they point to, the parsed content, the outlinks found, the metadata, etc), and
picks a batch of URLs to fetch. The Fetch and Parse operations then fetch those links and parse the
content retrieved from them, respectively, and store it in the Segment generated. A score is assigned
to every URL, that can be manipulated during most part of the Nutch crawl phases. That score will be
used to set the fetching order of the URLs. With the data obtained from the previous steps, the crawl
database is updated in the UpdateDB step, which adds new links for fetching and can rearrange the
fetch list order. The InvertLinks operation builds the Web graph representing the URLs fetched so far
(the LinkDB), which contains information about the inlinks and outlinks of each URL. That information
can be used for link analysis, and even influence the score of each URL. The Dedup step marks URL
duplicates, i.e., different URLs that point to webpages with identical content. It does so by comparing the
recently fetched URLs’ hash signatures with the ones already on the CrawlDB. Two URLs with the same
signature point to identical content. The Index operation indexes the new information on an external
web index. This last step is done by an external application, for example, by Solr6, also maintained by
Apache, which additionally offers, among other things, a Web UI for index managing and text searching
purposes. Finally, the Clean task removes URLs marked as gone and duplicates from the index. Gone
URLs are those whose fetching process received a 404 Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) response.

This crawler is very extensible through a system of plugins. A user can develop a custom plugin,
which must implement at least one of a list of the available endpoints (plugin interfaces). Through this
system one can implement a customized protocol, a URL, parse, index or a scoring filter, which can
manipulate URL information according to the user’s needs. Nutch is also highly configurable, through
configuration files and pre-made tools. These features offer a lot of transparency, flexibility and control
over the system. As already mentioned, Nutch comes with an indexer and search platform plugged into
it, Solr. This platform provides an index for the uploaded documents, granting the ability to efficiently
search through them. This index can also be integrated in third-party applications. Other highlights of
Nutch are the huge community around it and the tools it comes with that let you interact with the crawl
and link databases and with the Segments.

Some of its disadvantages can be the fact that it has a lot of features, which can be overwhelming for
new users, and some of them are poorly or not at all documented. Although Nutch has very informative
logs being shown during the crawl, it misses a GUI that other crawlers have to interact with the crawl
and better visualize it.

6http://lucene.apache.org/solr/
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Final decision

Initially, ILSP-FC was used as the crawler for this project. It was simple to start with and, like it was
mentioned above, its domain definition through a list of keywords was a promising feature that could
be put to good use on this project. However, eventually it was understood that this crawler was very
limited, offered very little control over the crawler classifier model and was hardly extensible. Therefore,
this project’s crawler was moved to Nutch. Its extensibility and configurability was very encouraging,
and although it was overwhelming, its batch processing configuration and logging feature helped under-
standing what was going on in each process and by exploring different configurations and community
posts most of its functionalities were learned. Its plugin-based architecture allowed to implement our
custom text classifier and distiller through extension of one filter. Only through a custom classifier the
details of the data that this project’s crawler seeks can be expressed. Nutch’s pluginable system gave a
lot of flexibility and control over the system implementation.

Table 2.2 summarizes the list of advantages and disadvantages of each crawler, for the purpose of
the targeted system implementation.

Crawler Advantages Disadvantages

ILSP-FC
• Simple crawler, easy to study and
comprehend its basic features.
• Promising integrated text classifier.

• Poorly documented, hard to understand it in depth.
• Although promising, the classifier was too simplistic.
• Not easily extensible.

Heritrix

•Well documented and it has a large
community around it.
• Extensible architecture.
• Its Web Administrative Console allows
user-friendly crawl management.

• Made for snapshot crawling.

Nutch

•Well documented and it has a large
community around it.
• Very easily extensible architecture due
to its plugin system.
• A lot of utility tools that let a user interact
with the information being crawled.
• It comes with an integrated search platform
and index, out-of-the.box.

• Hard to pick up, as it is overflowed with
features, some poorly documented.

Table 2.2: Advantages and disadvantages of each analyzed crawler.

2.3 Web Indexing

Indexing documents makes documents easily searchable by associating them with a compact, brows-
able list of terms or sections [68]. Web indexing focuses on creating an index for the content of web
documents. Large scale indexes are usually built by an automatic process and their indexed documents
are normally given by web crawlers. Documents may be indexed by their full content and/or by their
metadata (title, author, date of creation, topic, key terms, etc).

Web indexes may be displayed like A-Z indexes, also called back-of-the-book indexes (because it is
the style of displaying that people often see on the final pages of a book), where entries are alphabetically
ordered and each entry holds a hyperlink to the corresponding webpage. Each entry may be named
with the title or topic of the webpage it points to. The index may be organized through a taxonomy,
showing a hierarchy of topics for ease of searching. However, when the quantity of indexed documents
gets too large, developers opt by making hidden indexes, associated with search query interfaces, to
easily search through the index by expressions, keywords or metadata, without having to visually run
through them.

24



Making an index avoids linearly scanning all documents while searching for queries. The objective
of a web index is to make that search as efficient as possible. To do so, a technique called inverted
indexing was created.

2.3.1 Inverted index

An inverted index can be seen as a table which has as primary keys the unique terms that occur in the
collection of documents. To each term is associated all the documents within which that term occurs.

The basic steps for creating an inverted index are: pre-processing the documents, through the text
processing phase described in Section 2.1; running through the entire collection, assembling term–document ID
pairs; sorting the pairs alphabetically, by their associated term; identifying pairs which have the same
term, merging them in a list, called postings list, where each entry holds the document ID, the term fre-
quency of the term in that document, possibly alongside other information (e.g.: positional information).
In the end, one gets a dictionary of unique terms, each one having a postings list associated. Figure
2.5 depicts a basic example of an inverted index, where each square with a number in it represents an
object which holds information about the document whose document ID is the number within.

Figure 2.5: Inverted index example, extracted from [5]

It is possible to store inverted indexes in a variety of data structures. Usually one opts to use arrays or
linked lists. Arrays are the best type of structure for this task, if one has a fixed collection of documents
to index. They are faster than linked lists in searching operations and they are more space efficient,
as they do not need space for pointer storage. However, they are not efficient when a changeable
collection of documents has to be indexed, as array creation and copy needs to be done every time the
index changes. In those cases a linked list approach is a better choice. Other sorts of data structures
have been explored, like B-trees and Tries [69]. These prove to be faster while query searching than the
basic approaches, on the other hand they have a high maintainability cost and occupy more space.

When searching for a query in a system with an inverted index, all the terms in the search query
are matched with their corresponding postings list, after passing by the same text processing phase the
documents did. Specific documents from the selected postings lists are then selected, depending on the
type of query. For example, if it is a boolean query (a query joining the terms with logical expressions
like AND, OR, NOT) the same logical operations are performed to the postings lists to achieve the final
result. Other types of queries use statistical information, like TF, IDF or other weighting schemes, to
rank the results and select an ordered subset of the postings lists. Techniques for query expansion,
using semantic relations between words, are also used to improve the retrieval performance.

2.3.2 Solr

Solr [70] is a popular open source search platform, that can be integrated in all sorts of projects, to serve
as a search interface over a collection of documents. It features a very fast searching ability, and that is
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only possible due to its highly efficient indexing. It is commonly used in conjunction with web crawlers to
create search engines.

It is built on top of Apache Lucene Core project7, a text search-engine library known for its high
scalability, high-performance indexing and efficient text search capabilities. Solr can be deployed on a
cluster, providing distributed indexing and searching, plus index replication, load balancing and sharding.
It is highly customizable through its plugin architecture and it has a REST-like API which lets third-party
programs interact with Solr’s index and search engine through JSON, XML and CSV requests and
responses over HTTP. It also comes with a built-in user interface for off-the-shelf index searching. These
are just the main features of Solr, as it comes with many other extensions and functionalities.

Like most of web indexers for unstructured data (text), Solr uses an inverted index to index a collection
of documents. The structure and content type of the index is managed through a schema, configured in
the schema.xml file. This file states which fields (title, text, author, date, etc) should be indexed and/or
stored, which field(s) is(are) the primary key, which is the default field for searching, which of them are
required for a document to have and how to index and search for each type of field (through which type
of text processing should it pass). Stored fields store the original content of a field, while indexed fields
store the indexed content (pre-processed and indexed term-wise). The fast indexing process of Solr is
due to the method it uses to store its index. Solr’s index is stored in segments. Each segment indexes
its unique set of documents, meaning each segment can be seen as an independent inverted index.
When a document is deleted that document is flagged as so in the corresponding segment. When new
documents are added, one or more new segments can be created to index these documents. Eventually,
segments go through a merge operation, which will drop the deleted documents and compact the full
index, making it smaller in size and making searches faster.

When a user searches a query in the Solr search engine, the system first emits a request, handled by
the Request Handler, which will identify the type of request the user is sending (search query, insertion,
deletion, etc). After, the query is passed to the Query Parser, which will check the syntax of the query
and parses it to acquire the terms to search in each field of the index. It also passes through an Analyzer
so it can be pre-processed (tokenized, normalized, stop words removal, etc) to match the index’s terms.
The index search is done and the results are retrieved. Before displaying them to the user, they first
pass by any filters set by the user, to further narrow the results. The Response Writer then formats the
results, displaying them to the user in one of three possible formats (JSON, XML or binary).

All this information was taken from Solr’s and Lucene’s documentations [71] [72].

2.4 Previous related work on health and user innovation

We can see the target topic as a combination of two concepts: health and user-innovation. Several
systems to crawl for health information have been created. However, this Master thesis focuses on
creating a system which searches for a specific fraction of that topic, it is not sufficient to implement a
system with a broad approach of using just keywords or an ontology for an health topic specification.

To our knowledge, there has never been created a system for crawling the entire Web in search of
user innovative health-related solutions. In spite of that, there are some works worth mentioning.

One of them is [73], in which the authors created the ssmCredible, a crawler for credible medical
content, which also incorporates source and sentiment information. To check for credibility, candidate
URLs are assigned a credibility score based on a two-tier graph (website-level graph, page-level graph)
propagation algorithm that builds two graphs from online medical databases, that contain information
about the trustworthiness of various forms of medical content. Credible URLs are then checked for rele-

7https://lucene.apache.org/core/
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vancy, using their surrounding and anchor text found in parent pages. The relevance classifier integrates
topic and sentimental relevance by combining text classifiers trained with n-grams and medical lexicons.
Credible but not highly relevant URLs are not discarded. Depending on their context score, they may be
used for tunneling purposes (they are not relevant, but may be connected to relevant webpages). Their
system achieves better recall and precision results compared with many other methods, collecting the
majority of relevant content early in the crawl.

This work does not consider user innovation, but it searches for a specific type of health information,
which can relate to the problem of this thesis.

Another work worth to mention is [74], where Christensen et al. develop and thoroughly analyze the
best configuration of a machine learning based system that can automatically identify ideas within an
online community. The datasets used were extracted from a Lego online community, called Lego User
Group Network (LUGNET). Two dedicated idea raters labeled the training data, identifying samples that
were ideas and that were not ideas. It was just kept the samples on which both raters agreed. The
same was done for the test set, but with five raters instead, and the samples kept were decided by
majority voting. They experimented 252 classification models, comprised of different configurations of
the training data and of the ensemble of linear SVMs used. In the end, they obtained satisfactory results
both during the validation and testing.

Although this process does not involve identification of pure user innovations, an idea is defined
as creative process that can result in a proposal, prototype or tangible product [74], and, according to
Christensen et al, they have innovation potential.
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Chapter 3

Dataset

This chapter describes the dataset used for the development and evaluation of this thesis’ system, as
well as its processing phase.

We start by introducing the type of information that can be found on the Patient Innovation platform.
Then, we describe the dataset constitution and how it was acquired. Finally, we explain the dataset
cleaning process and the different configurations kept.

3.1 The Patient Innovation platform

As mentioned before, Patient Innovation is an online open platform, created with the goal of sharing
innovative health-related solutions developed by patients and informal caregivers. This thesis’ system
was developed with the purpose of finding these solutions automatically. So, its development was based
on the knowledge that was already collected on the Patient Innovation platform. Therefore, it is useful to
understand exactly what kind of information gets accepted and rejected on this platform.

The classifier used in this system will use the information on the Patient Innovation database as
its source of patient-driven solution knowledge. Therefore, to clearly understand the type of knowledge
existent on the platform, there are some definitions to consider. The hierarchy of the presented taxonomy
is shown on Figure 3.1.

Figure 3.1: Hierarchy of post samples.
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• Post: an accepted or denied publication on the Patient-Innovation platform; a patient-driven solu-
tion candidate.

• Solution: a user innovative health related solution, created by a patient or a caregiver, consisting
of a new or modified device, an aid, an adaptive behavior or a low-cost alternative to an existing
product.

• Non-Solution: a post that is not considered a solution.

• Unpublished Solution: a post with potential to be a solution, but considered otherwise because it
did not pass by a screening process yet (which includes a medical evaluation) or, after the screen-
ing process, it was identified as a duplicate from a solution, there was not enough information to
classify as so, it was not considered an innovation, not developed by a patient, caregiver or col-
laborator, it was of commercial intent, offensive, inappropriate or physically intrusive (dangerous),
either because it involved a diet, drugs, chemicals, other biologics or an invasive device.

• Forum Topic: an idea for a solution, a health related advice or other information related to patient-
driven solutions, but not actual solutions.

Given the definitions above, the focus of this thesis is to build a system that automatically searches
for ”Solution” related webpages. It has to be given a special attention to the ”Non-solution” samples as
well. Although one can see that these two classes are different, they can be easily mixed up by a non
expert on the area. Some of the following sections will describe how this was taken into consideration
during the system development.

3.2 Collecting data

In order to train and validate a custom classifier that identifies user innovative health related solutions
amongst the large variety of topics that the Web addresses, we need not only samples from these
solutions but also a set of samples that represents well the Web’s diversity.

3.2.1 Solutions and Non-solutions

Two kinds of samples of patient-driven solution candidates were gathered, the treated samples and the
original samples.

The treated samples were the posts of the Patient-Innovation platform. These were created by the
analysts from the Patient-Innovation project. The data was filtered and exported to a raw format, to
be further cleaned and used by other developed programs and scripts. The title and content of each
post was retrieved. The total amount of available post samples was 914, 763 of them being considered
”Solutions” and 151 ”Non-Solutions”.

The original samples were the original content from the posts of the Patient-Innovation platform. Most
posts in the platform have the URL of the webpage where the content was taken from. It is located in its
content, following the expression ”Adapted from:”. These URLs were extracted and manually followed
to extract the original URL, because most of them were encrypted. After, using Nutch, the URLs were
crawled. Using them as seeds, and by executing a crawl of depth 1, all the content pointed by the
URLs was fetched and parsed. For parsing, a filter called boilerpipe1 was used. This filter is integrated
into Nutch and provides algorithms to detect and remove non-relevant content (like header, footers,
advertisement and references to other parts of the website) around the main textual content of a web

1https://code.google.com/archive/p/boilerpipe/
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page, which is called boilerplate. It is far from being 100% accurate, but it is the best approach to avoid
collecting uninformative and repetitive vocabulary, which would be considered as noise in the dataset,
spoiling the text classifier training and validation.

These two datasets have their advantages and disadvantages as representatives of ”Post” samples.
The first one has the advantage of having data that does not have noisy (boilerplate) content that web-
pages usually have, even when parsed with the boilerpipe filter. However, as this data was treated by
analysts, it lacks the original syntactic and semantic content, and each post writing style may be biased
by the analyst who wrote it. In contrast, the original content preserves the syntactic and semantic con-
tent of the targeted information. However it comes with boilerplate. In spite of that, it puts it in the same
circumstances as the DMOZ data, which will be described afterwards.

Because not every post had a correspondent URL, the information in the URL’s webpage was not in
english, the webpage was not found or it had been moved, it was not possible to recover the original
content for every post. Therefore, for these samples, the treated posts were used instead of discarding
them. In the end, it was only possible to successfully fetch the original content of 443 of the 914 posts.

3.2.2 Other topics

In order to obtain a good set of examples that expressed the variety of content on the Web, an archive of
websites called DMOZ2 was used. This archive contains approximately 4 billion references to external
websites that are human labeled in the directory. It is the largest human edited directory of the Web.
It contains references to websites about all kinds of topics like Sports, Arts, Health, Business, Science
and more, so it can be considered a good sample of the Internet. At the time of writing, this archive is
no longer maintained, as of March 2017, which was not long before the time of the development of this
Master thesis, so the samples in it could still be considered as good representatives of the current state
of the Web. As the references were labeled by a group of chosen editors, the labels can be considered
trustworthy for the guidance of our data collection.

DMOZ periodically offers dumps of its database, in the RDF format. The latest version was obtained
and a subset of some of the available categories was sampled, in order to obtain a variety of labeled
URLs. The content pointed by these URLs was obtained following the same procedure as the one used
to obtain the original content from the posts. This is the reason why the samples from the original posts
dataset are said to be in the same circumstances as the data retrieved from DMOZ.

Samples of Arts, News, Society, Recreation, Business, Sports, Science, Computer and Health cat-
egories were acquired. These were the categories thought to be more informative, and that would give
a better picture of the Internet in general. The majority of the samples about Health were examined, to
make sure no sample could be a representative of a ”Solution” or a ”Non-Solution”. No such samples
were found. In the end, 808 Health samples and 3073 samples of topics other than ”Post” and Health
representatives were gathered. Because this latter set represents a much larger domain than the ”Post”
set, it was decided that it would have around three times as many samples. Although the first one
represents a world much bigger than the second, this decision was made to avoid a highly unbalanced
dataset. Also it was decided to separate the topic of Health from the others, as it is of major importance
to identify health-related samples, even if they are not ”Post” samples.

In the end, two major datasets were created: the Treated Dataset, comprising the treated posts of
the Patient-Innovation platform and the samples from DMOZ, and the Original Dataset, which contained
the original content from the posts, the treated posts whose original content was impossible to collect
and the samples from DMOZ.

2http://dmoz-odp.org/
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3.3 Data cleaning and pre-processing

In order to clean the treated post samples, they were visualized to identify their basic structure and
patterns. A repetition pattern of the expressions ”More info”, ”Adapted from” and ”Watch the video” was
noticed at the end of the samples (examples may be seen in table 3.1), followed by hyperlinks and other
non-informative expressions. These patterns were identified and they were removed along with the text
following them. All the URLs were removed as well, as they present noisy syntactical information.

Examples
”... regardless of cancer status, Sirlin said. Adapted from: http://usat.ly/1MT6lVT

More info: http://www.cwellness.com/ What about you, do you have any solutions?
Please share them with the Patient Innovation community! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-sM 0uaHcE”

”... move independently, it can react to uneven terrain. More info:
http://www.oandp.org/jpo/library/2010 02 113.asp Adapted from: http://bit.ly/2hatoRN

What about you, do you have any solutions? Please share them with the Patient Innovation community!”
”... campaign launched at the end of May. Watch the video: http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/

2015/06/30/wheelchair-invention-inspired-by-personal-experience/29542425/ More info:
www.quadshox.com Adapted from: http://www.metierlaw.com/colorado-state-university-graduate-invents-new-wheelchair”

Table 3.1: Examples of data patterns that needed cleaning.

In the ”Non-solution” post examples, the ”Unpublished solutions” presented a problem and some
samples had to be filtered out. A count of every type of ”Unpublished Solution” is present on table 3.2.
Referring to this table, posts with unpublished reason numbers 1, 4 and 6 were removed, because they
were duplicates from positive examples, there was missing information or they were still under medical
evaluation. These reasons cause these samples to be dubious about to which class, ”Solution” or ”Non-
solution”, they should belong. Therefore, their removal should facilitate the contrast between these two
classes.

Id Unpublished reason Count
1 Duplicate from a solution 30
2 Not a user innovation 23
3 Not developed by a patient, caregiver or collaborator 22
4 Missing information 17
5 Dangerous 6
6 Under medical evaluation 5
7 Not a solution 3

Table 3.2: Reasons why solutions were not published and their count.

The set about other topics was checked for duplicates, which could happen when two different URLs
point to the same content, or when websites have a standard way of informing that an error as oc-
curred, without being a fetching error (otherwise Nutch would notice it), for example, ”This site requires
JavaScript and Cookies to be enabled. Please change your browser settings or upgrade your browser.”
appeared in more than one parsed sample.

The posts and the samples of other topics were gathered. With the aid of the OpenNLP 3 library
from Apache, all the samples have gone through the following steps (in the numbered order):

1. Samples from languages other than English were removed.

2. URLs removal.

3. Normalization consisting of lower casing, number removal and punctuation removal.

4. Tokenization.
3https://opennlp.apache.org/
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5. Stopwords removal.

6. Removal of words consisting of less than 3 characters.

7. Removal of samples with less than 4 tokens.

8. Lemmatization/Stemming.

We want to remove samples from languages other than English because we are focused on building
a text classifier which identifies patient-driven solution written in English, and we noticed that DMOZ and
some original samples were written in other languages like Chinese, Spanish and French, which would
be considered as noise in the training data. It is important to notice that the OpenNLP language detector
identifies a sample as English if the majority of its terms are in English, even though some terms, e.g.
medical terms, might not be recognized by their model. So, we can assume that these terms are never
lost, and they can be important for domain specific classification.

Four different dataset configurations consisting of the same samples were kept: a stemmed one, a
lemmatized one, one with full syntax of the words and one with full syntax and stopwords. These were
used to test which dataset configuration performed better on the tested classifiers.

The number of samples of each class that were lost during the cleaning process can be seen on
table 3.3

Before cleaning After cleaning
Solution 763 759

Non-Solution 151 98
Health 808 680
Other 3073 2607

Table 3.3: Dataset before and after the cleaning process.

It can be seen on table 3.3 that the dataset is rather unbalanced, specially when considering a subset
containing the classes of ”Solution” and ”Non-solution”, which is used to train the second layer of our
classifier. Ideally, the ”Non-solution” samples should be around two times as many as the ”Solution”
samples. It is common practice to represent the negative class with at least double the samples there
are on the positive one. It can be considered that some negative examples are already captured on
the first layer of the classifier. Nonetheless, this high degree of unbalancing showed problems during
evaluation, explained on Sections 5.1 and 5.2.
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Chapter 4

System Development

This chapter presents the system architecture, the proposed approaches for each component of the
system and how each component was integrated on the used open-source crawler.

4.1 System architecture

This section presents the system architecture. It starts with the presentation of a high-level picture of the
overall system architecture, explaining the inter-process communications between components. Then,
each main component is described, explaining their functionalities and processes.

4.1.1 Main components, tasks and interactions

Figure 4.1: Architecture of the proposed system.
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We refer to the proposed crawler as 2Gather4Health (2G4H) crawler. The goal of the proposed
system is to crawl for specific information, patient-driven solutions, while indexing it to a web indexer.
We can think of this goal as the fulfillment of three tasks: a crawling task, a focusing task and an indexing
task. With that in mind, this system’s architecture can be explained by describing each task components
and interactions. A high level picture of this system’s architecture can be seen in Figure 4.1, in which
the mentioned tasks are depicted as well as its interactions, which will be explained on the following
paragraphs.

The crawling task is the backbone of this system. It is the task that takes care of all the basic oper-
ations occurring during a crawl. That includes generating fetch lists, fetching URLs, parsing webpages,
removing duplicate URLs, storing/updating parsed and link information, amongst other things. In this
system, these operations are all executed by the core of Nutch, the open-source crawler opted for this
system. Its core processes are explained on Section 2.2.6 and all process interactions are depicted in
Figure 4.1.

The focusing task is in charge of target specification. In this case, this task focuses on identifying
and following patient-driven solution webpages. Its components, the classifier and the distiller, are
the components specifically made for this system. The classifier takes the parsed information from
webpages, which is obtained by the crawling task, and classifies them as patient-driven solutions or
other categories. The class assigned to each URL influences its scores, the parsing score and the
solution score. The solution score and the assigned class are stored in the crawling segment, so they
can be used for indexing. The distiller is an URL classifier. It takes the outlinks parsed from webpages
and assigns them a score (the fetching score) which will be used to rank the fetching process of newly
discovered URLs. This score depends on the parsing score calculated in the classifier, on previous
fetching scores, that are kept on the CrawlDB and on the information parsed from the outlinks (anchor
text and URL). Additionally, the distiller controls which URLs are re-fetched, for information updating
purposes, and what score URLs use when setting the fetching order. The distiller outputs the updated
parsing, fetching and context scores, which are explained on the following sections. Figure 4.1 pictures
the described interactions between the focusing and crawling tasks.

The indexing task takes care of permanently storing and indexing the relevant parsed content,
patient-driven solution candidates. The main purpose of this task is to make the relevant information
accessible and easily searchable. In Nutch, the parsed information is stored in segments, one segment
per iteration. At the end of each iteration, the indexer takes the segment and filters the information
to store and index, exempting the crawler from having to store the segment. Figure 4.1 portrays the
described indexing processes, as well as its interaction with the crawling task.

4.1.2 Classifier

As one of the main components of the system, the classifier’s goal is to categorize crawled webpages
and calculate the parsing score of each parsed URL. This score symbolizes the probability of an URL
belonging to the assigned class. Additionally, it calculates the solution score, a score that represents the
degree of resemblance to a patient-driven solution.

This system’s classifier is a text classifier, which has two layers with different goals. In the first layer,
the classifier has to separate 3 types of information. Information about a wide variety of topics like Sports,
Science, Arts, Business, etc. are all aggregated in one class, called ”Other”. This class should represent
all the information that there exists on the Web which is not health-related. Health-related information is
divided into two classes in this first layer. A class ”Post”, represents all kind of information that one can
encounter in the Patient-Innovation platform database (this information is described in Section 3.1). This
information is all health-related, and contains the target information. The class ”Health” should represent
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the other health-related information available on the Web. All the webpages classified as ”Post” advance
to the second layer, while the other labeled samples are discarded and just used for scoring purposes.
In its second layer, the classifier’s goal is to separate between patient-driven solutions and all the other
similar but false solution information. The first class is called ”Solution” and the second one is called
”Non-solution”, respectively. These classes are representatives of the information presented in Section
3.1, presented with the same names. Figure 4.2 depicts the architecture described.

A detailed explanation of this architectural decision is given on Section 4.2.1.

Figure 4.2: Architecture of the proposed classifier.

In its final configuration, the first layer is a Multinomial Naive Bayes text classifier, trained with the full
dataset described in Chapter 3, using unigrams features with TF-IDF weights. While the second layer is
a Fingerprint Classifier, trained with a subset consisting of just the ”Solution” and ”Non-Solution” labeled
samples. This uses bigrams as features with TF weighting. This final configuration was a result of the
performance evaluation described on Section 5.1.

In addition to classifying a webpage, the classifier also sets its parsing and solution scores. Both
are taken from the probability distributions obtained in each layer. The parsing score is the probability
estimation of the classified webpage belonging to the class that it was assigned to. The solution score
is the probability estimation of the classified webpage belonging to the ”Solution” class, which is the
similarity score, defined in the FFP-C approach, between the classified webpage’s fingerprint and the
”Solution” class fingerprint.

4.1.3 Distiller

The distiller sets the fetching order of the URLs. Its goal is to prioritize the fetching of relevant URLs,
and when dealing with newly discovered URLs, without knowing the content of the webpages they point
to. The fetching order is sorted by one of two scores. The score considered for each URL depends if it
was already fetched, thus it is being re-fetched for update purposes, or if it is a newly discovered URL.
In the first case its solution score is used, while in the second case it is used its fetching score. If a page
is classified as ”Health” or ”Other”, its solution score is considered to be zero, so these pages are never
re-fetched.

In order to define the degree of relevancy of a newly discovered URL, its fetching score has three
components: the parent fetching score, the parent parsing score and the context score.

The parent fetching score and the parent parsing score are the fetching and (part of) the parsing
scores of the parent page, respectively. The parent page of an URL is the page where the URL was
found. If an URL has more than one parent, their fetching and parsing scores are averaged to produce
the final parent fetching and parsing scores, respectively.

The parent parsing score is determined by the parsing score and assigned class that the classifier
gave to the parent webpage. If the page was classified as ”Post”, the full parsing score of the parent
page is used, if it was classified as ”Health”, only half of the score is used, if otherwise it was classified
as ”Other”, the parent parsing score is considered zero.
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The context score is the similarity score of the set of terms extracted from the URL anchor text in
the parent page and from the URL itself, with the set of terms extracted from the Patient-Innovation
post titles. The similarity function used is the cosine similarity. The set of terms comprised in the URL
are obtained by splitting the URL path component (excluding the hostname and protocol) in all dots,
hyphens, underscores and slashes. The terms obtained are pre-processed (normalization, stopwords
removal, stemming) as are the titles they are compared to. A URL can have more than one anchor texts,
from the same or more than one parent page. In that case, the scores are averaged to form a single
context score.

The final fetching score is a linear combination of the three score components described. Their
corresponding weights can be manually set in the Nutch’s configuration file, the nutch-site.xml.

The reasons why it was followed this approach are explained in Section 4.2.2.
Figure 4.3 depicts the processes undertaken to calculate the fetching score, and it is illustrated with

an example.

Figure 4.3: Distiller processes and example.

4.1.4 Web indexer

As it was stated before, the web indexer used in this system is Solr. It provides one of the fastest
open-source web indexes, additionally coming with a web administration user interface which provides
tools for managing, debugging and search through its index. Nutch already comes with integrated Solr
interaction, so it was just needed some configuration.

At the end of each crawl iteration, after the Deduplication process, the segment created for that
iteration holds all the information collected about the crawled URLs. This includes parsed text, outlinks,
last fetched date, the class and the score assigned to them and other metadata. A this point, selected
items from this information are stored and indexed in Solr. Each indexing process is followed by a
cleaning process. This takes care of removing documents from the index whose URLs were marked as
gone or duplicates in the crawl database. If a certain webpage is re-fetched, its information is re-indexed
in Solr, overwriting its old index entry.

Choosing the fields to be part of the index is essential. On one hand, one would want to store as
much information about a webpage as possible, on the other, it would be better to maintain a lightweight
index, just with the essential information, so it can perform faster. Concerning this trade-off, besides
some core fields that need to be present, it was decided to store the following fields: URL, title, content,
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anchor texts, last fetched date, solution score and assigned class. Information belonging to the first
4 fields goes through processes of tokenization, stopword removal, lower casing and stemming during
the indexing and search querying processes. This helps maintaining a more lightweight index and
improves result matching when searching through the index. The last fetch date can be useful to know
the freshness of the document stored. The purpose of storing the solution score is to provide a sorting
of the results by their similarity to patient-driven solutions. This provides a degree of importance to the
results, that users (the analysts of Patient Innovation) can utilize to prioritize the analysis of webpages.
Additionally, it is a way of sorting the results without needing a word/phrase query. Therefore, users
can search through results by their importance, without having to focus on a specific topic, keyword or
query. The assigned class is stored for users to know to which class the webpages were automatically
assigned. It was decided to only index documents classified as ”Solution” and ”Non-solution”, therefore,
those are the only options for this field. The reason why it was done so is because there is still an
unclear automatic separation between these two classes. So, their samples could serve as training data
to re-train the classifier, improving its performance. This is in fact shown in Section 5.2.1. Despite of
that, users can chose to only search for ”Solution” samples on the index. Lastly, there is a combined
field which aggregates all text fields (URL, title, content and anchor texts) to provide a default field for
text search.

4.2 Proposed approaches

This section explains all the approaches tried when developing each component of the system. It de-
scribes them and presents the reasons why they were accepted or discarded in the final system config-
uration.

4.2.1 Classifier

The classifier is the most important component in this system, as it is responsible for the identifica-
tion of patient-driven solutions. Therefore, different approaches were tried in order to achieve the best
classification performance.

A standard single-layer classification approach was tried, but it was soon realized that a more com-
plex method was needed. A double-layer classification approach proved to be more effective, but there
were still challenges during its second-layer classification. Our focus laid on this layer, to provide a
meaningful separation of the ”Solution” and ”Non-solution” categories.

The following sections describe all the different approaches tried during the classifier development.

Single-layer approach

The single-layer approach consisted of separating the samples into three classes: ”Solution”, ”Non-
solution” and ”Other”. This last class represented all the information on the Web that did not concern
Patient-Innovation, including other health concerning issues. While the ”Solution” and ”Other” classes
showed to be separable, most of the ”Non-solution” class representatives were being classified as ”Solu-
tion”, for all the different classifiers and configurations tested. This happened because the ”Non-solution”
class was the minority class, with a ratio of at least 1 : 7 compared to the other classes, and samples of
this class could be easily mistaken as belonging to the class ”Solution”.

Soon it was realized that a different approach was needed. By observation of the raw text of the
”Solution” and ”Non-solution” samples, and by using Fuzzy Fingerprints (FFP) as a result analyzer,
it was noticed that their vocabulary was similar, and only a few amount of words differentiated those
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classes. Therefore, it emerged the idea of having a dedicated layer which was in charge of separating
these two problematic classes. This way, customized methods could be applied to try to separate these
classes, without having to concern about a third class separation.

Double-layer approaches

With this double-layered architecture, we reduce the amount of dimensions (classes) of each layer, as
well as the amount of training data needed in each layer, because the second layer acts on a narrower
domain, set by the first layer. Furthermore, merging ”Solution” and ”Non-Solution” samples in one class
helps the dataset of the first layer to be more balanced. Additionally, even if the separation between
these two classes is not successfully achieved, the system still narrows down the webpages crawled to
”Post” samples just by performing a successful separation in the first layer, which is intuitively easier.
The downside of this approach is that relevant data can be lost in the first layer and samples that are not
”Solutions” neither ”Non-Solutions” can reach the second layer. The more the layers a classifier has, the
more it can lose information and accumulate error.

Two different double-layered configurations were tried. In the first one, the first layer classified sam-
ples between ”Post” and ”Other” and the second layer between ”Solution” and ”Non-solution”. In the
second approach, the first layer should classify samples as ”Post”, ”Health” and ”Other”, while the sec-
ond layer remained the same.

In the first configuration, the first layer’s goal was to separate all the information related to Patient
Innovation from all other information that represented the rest of the Web. This way, it could be achieved
a very straightforward separation by having the first layer classifying samples as positives or negatives,
regarding Patient Innovation information. This decision was made because many classifiers perform bet-
ter when dealing with binary classification problems, and by that time, there was no need for information
regarding health-related topics other than the ones covered on Patient Innovation.

This configuration proved to have the best performance on the first layer classification, reaching
weighted average values of accuracy, precision, recall and F -measure of above 98% during validation.
However, later, due to advances made in the development of the distiller, explained in Section 4.2.2, there
came the need for inclusion of a ”Health” representative class in the first layer. This resulted in a 5%−6%

drop in overall performance on the first layer. In spite of that, the performance drop was observed to be
the result of missclassifications between classes ”Health” and ”Other”, leaving the performance values
related to the class ”Post” unaltered. Therefore, it was justified to move to a three class first-layer.

The previous approaches led to the second and final configuration of this double-layer approach. In
this approach, the classifier is supposed to differentiate samples between the classes ”Solution”, ”Non-
Solution”, ”Health” and ”Other”. While the reason why we want to identify samples as ”Solutions” is
obvious, the reason why we divide the non-relevant samples between three classes is not so obvious.
The motivation behind it is that ”Non-Solutions” are very similar to ”Solutions”, so at a first stage, merging
them in one class (”Post”) will help differentiating them from other topics. Also in the first layer, the crawler
can benefit from having a ”Health” class because ”Post” samples are also health-related, so knowing that
a webpage is not a ”Post” sample but it is health related can be useful to help the crawler stay on the
health topic. Finally, classifying samples as ”Other” helps the crawler identify webpages that do not
present relevant topical information.

Recapitulating, in the final configuration, the first layer of the classifier categorizes samples be-
tween the classes ”Post”, ”Health” and ”Other”, while the second layer categorizes samples between
the classes ”Solution” and ”Non-Solution”. Only samples categorized as ”Post” move on to the second
layer.

The performance of the final configuration of the classifier can be seen on Sections 5.1 and 5.2,
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which show and discuss its results during validation and testing, respectively.

Separation in the second-layer

It is important to remind that, in the cleaned dataset, ”Non-solutions” are ideas or advice for solutions
or potential solutions that got rejected because they were of commercial intent, they were physically
intrusive, not developed by the users or not innovative, so it is of no surprise that they share very similar
vocabulary and writing style with ”Solution” samples. Furthermore, the lack of samples of the negative
class hinders this class from standing out, i.e., having characteristic features that represent it well.

In order to try to surpass this problem, successfully separating the ”Solution” and ”Non-solution”
classes, three approaches were tried, using the Fingerprint Classifier as the others proved to be ineffec-
tive, as showed in Section 5.1. Furthermore, having a custom implementation of this classifier provided
better control of its behavior.

In the first attempt, with the help of Patient-Innovation analysts, we tried having a list of exemplar
”Non-Solution” terms, terms thought to be very frequent and representative of this class. This would be
terms like ”engineer”, ”doctor”, ”professional”, ”diet”, ”food”, ”drug”, that should be representatives of the
negative class. The idea was to boost this terms in the fingerprint of ”Non-Solution”, so that the similarity
score between ”Non-solution” samples and its class could present higher values. Ideally, this would
make ”Non-Solution” candidates being wrongly classified as ”Solution” change their class. However, this
proved to be ineffective.

The approach to collect the original information regarding the posts in the Patient Innovation platform,
conceiving the Original Dataset, was also a way to try to separate these two problematic classes, in
addition to the other reasons mentioned in Section 3.2. By having the posts original content, it was
expected that they would not be contaminated with the writing style of the analysts who wrote the posts
for the Patient Innovation platform. Thus, we hopped that the vocabulary similarity between the ”Solution”
and ”Non-solution” classes would fade away. Unfortunately, it was only possible to get the original
content of around half the posts. Still, results presented in Section 5.1 show that this approach only led
to a worst performance.

In the final approach, several transformations of the dataset using several combinations of n-grams
were tried. Having a dataset of bigrams with TF weights proved to achieve the best performance. With
the threshold set to zero we noticed that it achieved a performance similar to the methods already tried,
and almost all samples were being classified as ”Solution”. However, after trial and error, a threshold was
set that separated both classes, with very good performance. In this case, we noticed that most ”Non-
Solution” samples were being classified as so because of the threshold, and not because their similarity
score with the negative class was higher than with the positive class. This changes the essence of the
classifier, as now it can be seen as a relevancy classifier, that classifies a sample as non-relevant if its
score is below some threshold. Nonetheless, this approach was the only one that proved to be effective,
as it can be seen in Section 5.1.

4.2.2 Distiller

The distiller is the component that makes this system a focused crawler. It is the component that controls
the system’s efficiency, because it is the one that leads the crawler to relevant results. Therefore, it is
of major importance that the distiller guides the crawler onto a path that has as few irrelevant pages as
possible.

Two different distiller implementations were attempted. The first one, the comprehensive approach,
was focused on crawling the Web in a manner that embraced as many patient-driven solution webpages
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as possible. However, this proved to be very inefficient, as it was noticed that too many irrelevant
pages were being crawled. In the second approach, the multi-score approach, there was evidence of
a balance between efficiency and effectiveness. In this one, less irrelevant pages were being crawled.
Nonetheless, these pages were not being completely discarded, because they could be of some value
to detect webpages regarding patient-driven solutions.

Comprehensive approach

As mentioned above, this approach consisted of finding as much patient-driven solutions as possible. In
order to do it, three techniques were followed.

First, every page classified as ”Post” is kept and all outlinks from those pages are scored with the
parsing score of the last page where the URL was found. This is a common basic approach that priori-
tizes the newly discovered URLs based only on their parent page’s content. Then, two other measures
are done in order to keep some outlinks of pages not classified as ”Post”, but that could lead to solu-
tions. One of these consists of keeping all the links belonging to the websites of the seed URLs. The
idea behind this is that all the seed URLs chosen are important to the target topic, and often their web-
sites contain more than one solution webpage. The other measure is to keep all the links whose anchor
text or URL pathname contained at least one of a list of pre-defined terms. This list is synthesized from
all the tags presented on the Patient Innovation platform posts. These tags are keywords/topics that
highlight the themes of the posts. These can range from diseases and recovery methods to actions and
body parts. So, in order to avoid keeping the list too broad, it is filtered down to keep only the descriptive
terms. The score given to all the URLs which came from these two measures is the probability estima-
tion of their parent page belonging to the class ”Post”. These scores are obviously lower than the ones
given to the URLs which came from ”Post” pages, as pages from these two measures are not classified
as ”Post”. All URLs whose parent webpages are not classified as ”Post” and that do not fulfill the other
two measures are discarded.

After some trial crawls, soon it was realized that there were too many irrelevant pages on the crawled
sets. The problems with this approach were evident. On one hand, giving the same score to all the
URLs found in a ”Post” page is too simplistic. Most of the times, there are a lot of URLs pointing
to irrelevant information like advertisements, online shops, social networks or other pages not directly
related to the crawled page. So, there is the need to give a distinctive score to URLs within the same
page. Furthermore, all the URLs that came from ”Post” pages were being crawled first than all the other
kept URLs. This was not a good thing, as it was noticed that most solution webpages are not directly
connected to other solution webpages. On the other hand, keeping all URLs from seeds’ websites
and whose anchor and pathname texts contained at least one term from the synthesized tags’ list was
including much more irrelevant URLs than relevant ones.

It was clear that this distiller implementation was too broad. A more complex model was needed. A
model that would give priority to URLs on the target topic, but that could be more selective, although
without discarding irrelevant pages that could led to relevant ones. After studying state-of-the-art ap-
proaches, it emerged the idea of the multi-score approach.

Multi-score approach

This approach is the one used on the final version of this thesis’ system and its implementation is
explained on Section 4.1.3. To summarize, the score given to newly discovered URLs is a linear combi-
nation of three score components: the parent fetching score, the parent parsing score and the context
score. The fist two scores involve the URL’s parent pages’ score and content, respectively, and the last
component involves the URL’s pathname and anchor texts on the parent pages.
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There were several reasons why it was decided to have these three components on a URL’s fetching
score. The parent fetching score makes the score of each URL spread to its children, meaning that if
an URL is considered relevant (thus it should have a high score), there is a probability that some of its
children are relevant too. Also, although it was noticed that, most of the times, webpages presenting
”Solutions” are not directly connected to other ”Solution” webpages, they might be indirectly connected,
through one or a few more pages. Therefore, we want a ”Solution” page to influence the score of not
only its children pages, but also of its higher degree descendants. The parent parsing score makes
relevant pages have a higher influence on the final score of the unfetched URLs. The more a page
is similar to the target content, the more it can influence it, otherwise, it has no influence at all (if it is
considered as ”Other”). This favors the premise that pages about the same topic are connected. For the
context score, instead of using the tags of Patient Innovation, it was noticed that a lot of the URLs of the
original content of the posts contained the post title or a similar sentence in the URL path. For exam-
ple, URLs https://www.worcsacute.nhs.uk/news-and-media/729-patient-creates-personalised-covers-to-
hide-lines-used-for-chemotherapy-treatment and https://eu.upstateparent.com/story/life/2018/04/06/kidney-
patient-creates-silly-kidneys-boost-patients-morale/33571991/ contain the exact post title within their
URL. Thus, we also believe that a similar sentence could also appear in its anchor text. Therefore,
the similarity score presented could represent the level of similarity between an URL and the target in-
formation. This similarity score technique seemed also more trustworthy than the binary approach of
word presence, used in the comprehensive approach. One thing to have in mind is that, in this approach,
no URL is totally discarded. This means that the system will keep even the most irrelevant URLs. How-
ever, most probably these are never fetched because their scores are significantly lower than relevant, or
at least health concerning, URLs. Additionally, a threshold can be set for the fetching score above which
URLs will not be fetched. But experiments to properly set this threshold were not attempted, hence it
was set to zero.

While this combination of scores is an original approach, it was inspired by other common ap-
proaches seen on researches. For example in [75] they use the parent page, along with other pages
following the family analogy, to predict the relevancy score of a target page to a topic. The parent parsing
score and the context score are both methods that use the surrounding text of an URL to predict the
URL relevancy. In the first one the surrounding text is the full text of the page while in the second one
it is just the anchor text. That technique is a very popular content based approach used for URL topic
prediction, and it can be seen in, for example, [48], [45], [73] and [32]. The only difference is that , in this
system, different methods are used for when the surrounding text is the full page and when it is just the
anchor text.

4.3 Integration of the components into Nutch

In order to integrate our custom classifier and distiller into the Nutch crawler, a plugin that extends
the ScoringFilter interface1 was developed. This interface lets us manipulate the score of the URLs on
each crawling phase (Injection, Generation, before and after Parsing, DBUpdate, Indexing), while having
access to parsed and linkage (inlinks, outlinks) information. Nutch plugin functions act on a single URL
at a time.

The classifier implements a function that runs after the parsing phase (passScoreAfterParsing). This
function has access to an URL’s parsed text. In its implementation, we included an instance of our
custom classifier implementation for WEKA, to evaluate the parsed information, assigning a class and
calculating the parsing and solution scores of the URL under analysis.

1http://nutch.apache.org/apidocs/apidocs-1.12/org/apache/nutch/scoring/ScoringFilter.html
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The distiller implements the functions generatorSortValue, distributeScoreToOutLinks and updateDb-
Score. Our implementation of generatorSortValue chooses which score to use to set the fetching order,
the solution score or the fetching score, depending if the URL under analysis was already fetched or not.
The second function is implemented to calculate a partial fetching score of each outlink parsed from the
URL’s webpage, calculating its three components (parent parsing score, parent fetching score, context
score). At this time, each URL has a partial fetching score for each outlink found during this iteration
with the same associated URL. In order to properly calculate the final fetching score of an URL, our
implementation of updateDbScore keeps the sum of all the partial fetching scores associated with the
URL under analysis, from the current and previous iterations, and the number of different inlinks that the
URL has. With that information we can calculate the final fetching score, which is the average of all the
partial fetching scores associated with the URL under analysis.

The plugin can be run when added to the Nutch configuration file, called nutch-site.xml. Due to
Nutch’s batch processing style, the plugin is dynamically loaded everytime Nutch needs to run a function
it implements. Although this form of processing is what offers the high level of modularity and extensibility
to Nutch, it has some downsides. The greatest disadvantage of this style is the fact that a plugin has
to be loaded and set up every time it starts its execution. This may involve loading heavy files into
memory and doing extensive computations, which could be done only once if Nutch implemented a
single process style. This fact hinders our crawler efficiency. Every time the programs moves to the
post-parsing phase, when the classification occurs, the plugin is activated and the classifier has to be
trained, which could be done only once if the plugin was always executing during the entire crawl.

The Solr indexer is already integrated into Nutch, so the only need was to make a plugin, which
extends the IndexFilter interface2, in order to manipulate the fields and pages that are meant to be
added to the index. This plugin only implements one function, filter. Our implementation of it filters out
all the documents classified as ”Health” or ”Other”, so they do not appear in the index. Also there, we
add the fields of ”assigned class” and ”solution score” to the index, with the values associated with the
document being indexed.

2https://nutch.apache.org/apidocs/apidocs-1.12/org/apache/nutch/indexer/IndexingFilter.html
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Chapter 5

Experiments and Evaluation

This chapter presents the experiments done to evaluate the performance of the crawler’s classifier and
of the crawler itself. Along with each experiment there is a discussion of the obtained results.

The text classifier was tested on the dataset described on Section 3 and on sets of data crawled
by the proposed crawler. The results of those tests are presented on this chapter, comparing different
configurations on metrics of accuracy, precision, recall and f-measure. Lastly, the proposed crawler
was tested on metrics of harvest rate and target recall, and compared with a standard broad crawling
approach and different configurations of the proposed crawler.

In the end of this chapter, there is a section discussing important points of the evaluation, connecting
the dataset used with the obtained results and proposing related strategies to improve the crawler’s
performance.

5.1 Classifier validation

To evaluate the performance of different classifiers and configurations over both the Original Dataset
and the Treated Dataset, the WEKA [76] framework was used. It consists of an open-source software
containing a framework for machine learning and data mining tasks. These include tools for data prepa-
ration, classification, regression, clustering, association rules mining, and visualization.

To extract the features from the datasets, WEKA’s StringToWordVector filter was used. It can extract
TF-IDF values form textual data, keeping a limited number of features per class (default to 1000, meaning
only the 1000 features with the highest TF-IDF values are kept, for each class) and it also has the ability
to perform stopword removal and stemming, although these were not used. After filtering, each of the
Original and Treated datasets were transformed into a dataset featuring unigrams with TF-IDF values
and a dataset featuring bigrams with TF values. An additional dataset was created for each major
dataset. This dataset contained Word2Vec features, after performing this type of word embedding to the
samples of the Original and the Treated dataset. The feature values were obtained by the procedure
explained in 2.1, explaining the merging approach to transform a document into Word2Vec features.
The pre-trained model called GoogleNewsSLIM1 was used as our Word2Vec model, since the model it
came from, the popular GoogleNews2, was too heavy for the computer used in the development of this
thesis. However, the probability of losing information is very low, since this slimmed down model kept all
the terms that cross-referenced with English dictionaries and Urban Dictionary, a crowd-sourced online
dictionary for slang words and phrases, meaning the large majority of English terms are represented in

1Available at: https://github.com/eyaler/word2vec-slim
2Available at: https://code.google.com/archive/p/word2vec/
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this slim model. Additionally, this model loaded much faster, making the crawling system more efficient
when using it. To load the model, an open source Scala implementation was used3.

Several types of text classifiers and configurations were tried to train and validate the two-layered
classifier. These include ZeroR, Multinomial Naive Bayes, Logistic Regression, SVMs and the novel
approach of FFP-C. While WEKA offers an implementation of the first classifiers, an implementation of
the last was developed together with the corresponding wrapper for WEKA, so all classifiers could be
compared using the same evaluation framework. The layers were trained independently.

Classifier
TPR

(Post)

FPR

(Post)
Precision Recall F-measure

ZeroR - - 62.9 % 62.9 % 62.9 %

Multinomial Naive Bayes 93.7 % 1.9 % 91.0 % 91.0 % 91.0 %

Logistic Regression 91.9 % 0.7 % 90.6 % 90.8 % 90.4 %

Logistic Regression w/ Word2Vec 93.8 % 1.6 % 92.4 % 92.6 % 92.4 %

SVM 91.4 % 0.8 % 90.3 % 90.4 % 90.0 %

SVM w/ Word2Vec 94.4 % 1.9 % 92.3 % 92.4 % 92.3 %

FFP-C 95.0 % 3.4 % 89.0 % 88.5 % 88.6 %

Table 5.1: First layer validation using the Original Dataset.

Classifier
TPR

(Post)

FPR

(Post)
Precision Recall F-measure

ZeroR - - 62.9 % 62.9 % 62.9 %

Multinomial Naive Bayes 95.0 % 1.1 % 92.0 % 91.9 % 92.0 %

Logistic Regression 94.2 % 0.5 % 91.3 % 91.4 % 90.9 %

Logistic Regression w/ Word2Vec 96.6 % 1.2 % 93.4 % 93.5 % 93.4 %

SVM 93.8 % 0.8 % 91.1 % 91.2 % 90.8 %

SVM w/ Word2Vec 96.7 % 1.1 % 93.0 % 93.2 % 93.1 %

FFP-C 95.3 % 1.7 % 89.9 % 89.2 % 89.4 %

Table 5.2: First layer validation using the Treated Dataset.

The ZeroR classifier was our baseline classifier. This approach classifies all the instances with the
most frequent class. As the datasets are unbalanced for both layers, this puts a considerably high
benchmark to improve on, specially on the second layer.

We began experimenting with the Treated Dataset. Initially, for every classifier, all configurations
(lemmatized, stemmed, full syntax, full syntax plus stopwords) were tested, using unigram features with
TF-IDF values with just the content (excluding the title) of the post samples. For all, the full syntax
configuration performed better than the rest. Adding the titles of the posts to the dataset proved to lead
to a better performance as well. The same was done with the Original Dataset, reaching to the same

3Available at: https://github.com/Refefer/word2vec-scala
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conclusions. The final datasets configuration used full syntax of samples and post title and content. This
configuration was used to obtain the derived datasets, using unigrams, bigrams and Word2Vec features.

For the first layer, it was performed a 10-folded cross-validation, while for the second layer it was
5-folded, as it was used a much smaller dataset.

The results for the first layer can be seen in tables 5.1 and 5.2, corresponding to using the Original
Dataset and using the Treated Dataset, respectively. The precision, recall and F -measure are weighted
averages of the three classes.

Classifier
TPR

(Solution)

FPR

(Solution)

Precision

(Solution)

Recall

(Solution)

F-measure

(Solution)

ZeroR 100 % 100 % 88.6 % 100 % 93.9 %

Multinomial Naive Bayes 93.8 % 65.3 % 91.8 % 93.8 % 92.8 %

Logistic Regression 98.2 % 88.8 % 89.5 % 98.2 % 93.7 %

Logistic Regression w/ Word2Vec 95.7 % 83.7 % 89.9 % 95.7 % 92.7 %

SVM 96.2 % 84.7 % 89..9 % 96.2 % 92.9 %

SVM w/ Word2Vec 96.8 % 88.8 % 89.4 % 96.8 % 93.0 %

FFP-C 93.7 % 78.6 % 90.2 % 93.7 % 91.9 %

FFP-C w/ bigrams 94.7 % 16.3 % 97.8 % 94.7 % 96.3 %

Table 5.3: Second layer validation using the Original Dataset.

Classifier
TPR

(Solution)

FPR

(Solution)

Precision

(Solution)

Recall

(Solution)

F-measure

(Solution)

ZeroR 100 % 100 % 88.6 % 100 % 93.9 %

Multinomial Naive Bayes 96.3 % 59.2 % 92.6 % 96.3 % 94.4 %

Logistic Regression 98.8 % 86.7 % 89.8 % 98.8 % 94.1 %

Logistic Regression w/ Word2Vec 98.3 % 88.8 % 89.6 % 98.3 % 93.7 %

SVM 98.4 % 86.7 % 89.8 % 98.4 % 93.9 %

SVM w/ Word2Vec 94.5 % 77.6 % 90.4 % 94.5 % 92.4 %

FFP-C 92.2 % 46.9 % 93.8 % 92.2 % 93.0 %

FFP-C w/ bigrams 98.8 % 1.0 % 99.9 % 98.8 % 99.3 %

Table 5.4: Second layer validation using the Treated Dataset.

In the first layer all classifiers prove to be effective, improving greatly over the baseline. The FFP-C
is the only one with metric values below 90%, although still very high. Both classifiers using Word2Vec
features show the best results. The Multinomial Naive Bayes is the one which performs better between
the approaches that use unigrams with TF-IDF values. This is important to have in mind, as the tasks
of preparing the training set and the samples to be classified are much faster when using the TF-IDF
approach rather than the Word2Vec one. So, when crawling the web using this text classifier, one can
chose to use the Multinomial Naive Bayes to achieve a more efficient and still effective crawl, as its
validation results do not differ much from the Word2Vec approaches.

The results for the second layer can be seen in tables 5.3 and 5.4, corresponding to using the Original
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Dataset and using the Treated Dataset, respectively. Every metric is with respect to the ”Solution” class.

As we can see in both tables 5.3 and 5.4, separating between ”Solutions” and ”Non-Solutions” in
the second layer using the same approaches as in the first layer is not satisfactory, as all approaches
present a high false positive rate. They also present a very high true positive rate. This means that the
positive class (”Solution”) is absorbing the negative class (”Non-solution”). The large majority of samples
are being classified as ”Solution”.

As mentioned in Section 4.2.1, the FFP-C using bigrams with TF weights and a set threshold was the
only approach that proved to be effective on the separation of the positive and negative classes. This
can be seen on tables 5.3 and 5.4, as this is the only approach that shows a low false positive rate, while
presenting the highest values of precision, recall and F -measure.

For both first and second layers, using the Treated Dataset showed better results over using the
Original Dataset.

5.1.1 Testing with layer dependency

In order to test the classifier’s performance as a whole, a single test set has to be classified by both
layers of the classifier, sequentially.

Classified
Solution Non-Solution Health Other

Solution 38 0 2 0
Non-Solution 2 12 6 0

Health 0 0 28 12Actual

Other 2 1 6 91

(a) Confusion matrix.

TPR / Recall
(Solution)

FPR
(Solution)

Precision
(Solution)

F-Measure
(Solution) Recall Precision F-Measure

95.0 % 2.5 % 90.5 % 92.7 % 84.5 % 84.8 % 84.7 %

(b) Evaluation metrics.

Table 5.5: Results of the classifier on a test set, during validation.

As WEKA does not let us build and evaluate a two-layered classifier, its evaluation framework could
not be used to test our custom classifier as a whole. Therefore, the validation dataset was divided into
a training and a test set, and our text classifier implementation for Nutch was used to classify the latter,
after training it with the training set. The classification results were then cross-checked with the true
labels of the test set to produce the results on table 5.5. The first four measures regard the ”Solution”
class, while the last three are weighted averages of all classes.

The text classifier was configured using the Multinomial Naive Bayes with unigram TF-IDF features
for the first layer and the FFP-C with bigram TF values and set threshold approach for the second layer.
On the first layer we decided to use the Multinomial Naive Bayes approach because, as mentioned, it
is more efficient, in time and memory, than the Word2Vec approaches and its validation results were
just slightly worse than these. So this will be the configuration used when crawling for solutions. It was
decided to train the first layer with the Original Dataset and the second layer with the Treated Dataset.
Although the Treated Dataset proved to have better validation results for both layers, in the first layer
they do not differ much from the Original Dataset results and ideally we want to train the text classifier
with data as close as possible to the crawled data (webpage content). However, for the second layer,
training the classifier with the Treated Dataset proved to outperform significantly the one trained with the
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Original Dataset during validation. Additionally, the test set was obtained from the Original Dataset, to
better represent real crawled data.

Looking at the confusion matrix, important points to stand out are: some ”Post” samples are being
mistaken as ”Health”; some (but few) not ”Post” samples, in this case ”Other”, are being classified as
”Solution”, when they pass to the second layer. Having in mind the goal of this text classifier in the overall
system, which is to identify patient-driven solutions, the first point affects the solution recall, while the
second affects its precision. However, the results show that these consequences just slightly affect the
overall performance.

Table 5.5 serves as a term of comparison when evaluating the text classifier on crawled data (Section
5.2).

5.2 Evaluation on crawled data

A performance evaluation on crawled data was done to test the text classifier performance on a real
scenario.

Starting from seed URLs provided by analysts of the Patient-Innovation organization, a broad crawl
of depth 5 was done. In total, around 2000 webpages were crawled and consequently classified. From
those, two disjoint subsets of around 200 webpages each were sent to a Patient Innovation analyst for
manual labeling. She was told to label a page as Positive or Solution Hub (”Solution”), Negative (”Non-
solution”), ”Health” or ”Other”. A Solution Hub is a webpage that contains or links to several solutions,
often providing a short descriptive text of each solution. For the purpose of classification this kind of
webpage was considered to be from class ”Solution”. The subsets obtained were randomly sampled
and had the same class distribution of the set they came from.

The text classifier was configured with the same specifications of Section 5.1.1.
Tables 5.6 and 5.7 show the results of the text classifier on crawled data, test set 1 an test set 2

respectively, after cross-checking the manual labels with the labels automatically given by the classifier.

Classified
Solution Non-Solution Health Other

Solution 22 1 0 2
Non-Solution 29 2 1 7

Health 28 6 46 25Actual

Other 3 3 2 15

(a) Confusion matrix.

TPR / Recall
(Solution)

FPR
(Solution)

Precision
(Solution)

F-Measure
(Solution) Recall Precision F-Measure

88.0 % 35.9 % 26.8 % 41.1 % 44.3 % 61.9 % 51.6 %

(b) Evaluation metrics.

Table 5.6: Results of the classifier on crawled test set 1.

As it can be seen, the text classifier performance drastically decreased from the one showed during
validation. Observing the results, we can see that the main reasons for the classifier’s bad performance
are: many ”Health” samples being missclassified in the first layer, and its important to notice that ”Health”
samples being classified as ”Post” (the majority as ”Solution”) is specially bad for this classifier purpose;
and many not ”Solution” samples being classified as so, in the second layer.

By manually inspecting the samples of the crawled test sets, we saw that the majority of ”Health”
samples classified as ”Post” were either blog posts telling stories of people living with some kind of
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Classified
Solution Non-Solution Health Other

Solution 24 2 1 7
Non-Solution 27 9 5 10

Health 9 1 33 26Actual

Other 1 0 7 23

(a) Confusion matrix.

TPR / Recall
(Solution)

FPR
(Solution)

Precision
(Solution)

F-Measure
(Solution) Recall Precision F-Measure

70.6 % 24.5 % 39.3 % 50.5 % 48.1 % 60.5 % 53.6 %

(b) Evaluation metrics.

Table 5.7: Results of the classifier on crawled test set 2.

health related condition, the majority talking about how they overcome some obstacle imposed by their
condition, or webpages describing health organizations for people with special needs. It is presumed
that these were classified as ”Post” due to the similarity in vocabulary that these have to real ”Solution”
samples and because the vast majority of ”Health” samples in the training set do not cover these cases.
They are mostly webpages about general health topics. These include websites of health organizations
addressing common health problems, like alcoholism and other addictions, physical therapy, nutrition,
AIDS and other famous diseases; information describing diseases an treatments; news about health
conditions, operations and well-being; clinic and pharmacy websites; health educational websites.

The second problem seems to have appeared due to the lack of training samples representing the
negative class on the second layer. Therefore, most likely most samples that reach the second layer will
fall on the ”Solution” category, as this class may have a larger variety of significant and characteristic
terms (in this case bigrams) representing it, while the ”Non-solution” class may be represented by more
sample specific terms, that do not capture the entire diversity of ”Non-solutions”. These terms might
have a low frequency on the ”Non-solution” training data, but still appear highly ranked in its fingerprint
due to the lack of samples. Additionally, even though there is a threshold set for the ”Solution” classifi-
cation, the configured value was chosen according to the validation. Having different and more negative
representatives may alter the threshold needed to separate both classes, and bring significance to the
fingerprint of ”Non-solution”, changing the used FFP-C essence back to a similarity classifier.

The problems seem to be mostly in the training data, not on the model. Therefore, a solution could
be to populate the training data with the manually labeled samples. The second problem could also be
mitigated by setting a higher similarity score threshold on the second layer. However, the later solution
could also reduce significantly the recall for the ”Solution” class, while the first proposed solution would
not affect much the recall and it has the potential to significantly improve the precision.

One thing to notice is that, although the classifier does not seem to identify precisely the ”Solu-
tion” samples, it appears to identify the majority of health-related samples as so, while having a good
precision. Health-related samples are the samples from the classes of ”Solution”, ”Non-solution” and
”Health”. Another thing to notice is that we have much more health-related samples on these test sets,
than on the one used when testing with layer dependency, during validation (Section 5.1.1. This happens
because the seed URLs used are health-related, and from them the crawler might not encounter a lot of
”Other” samples. This might affect the metric comparison of these results with the ones from validation
(table 5.5) on the first layer, as the test sets used in this evaluation do not have the same membership
percentage per class as the one used during validation. Nonetheless, the second layer classification on
crawled data shows much poor results than the one during validation.
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5.2.1 Using crawled data to improve the classifier

To prove the hypothesis given in the section above, test set 2 was added to the training data, using the
resulting set to train the system’s text classifier. The classifier model was kept unchanged. Test set 1

was used to verify if this addition improved the classifier’s performance. The results can be seen on
table 5.8. We opted by using test set 1 to verify the performance change because it was with this set
that the classifier showed a worst performance.

Classified
Solution Non-Solution Health Other

Solution 22 2 0 1
Non-Solution 18 14 1 6

Health 25 13 59 8Actual

Other 3 6 4 10

(a) Confusion matrix.

TPR / Recall
(Solution)

FPR
(Solution)

Precision
(Solution)

F-Measure
(Solution) Recall Precision F-Measure

88.0 % 27.5 % 32.4 % 47.3 % 54.7 % 67.5 % 60.4 %

(b) Evaluation metrics.

Table 5.8: Results of the classifier on crawled test set 1, after adding test set 2 to its training data.

Observing the results of this experiment, several things can be noticed. It can be seen an overall
improvement on the classifier’s performance. All metrics improved. Looking at the confusion matrix,
we can see that more ”Health” samples are being classified as so and a much better separation is
achieved between the ”Solution” and ”Non-solution” classes, without affecting the ”Solution” recall. This
contributes to a better precision at classifying solutions. This confirms the theory that repopulating the
training data with significant examples, even without changing the classification model, can improve the
classifier’s performance.

However, it can also be noticed that a lot of ”Health” samples were still classified as ”Solution”. As
there were not many of these examples in test set 2, the classifier could not improve significantly on this
matter. Still, a slight improvement can be seen.

5.3 Crawler performance comparison

Besides from checking the text classifier performance, evaluating the effectiveness of the custom distiller
is also very important to analyze the overall crawler performance. Checking the distiller performance is
checking the focused crawling performance. In fact, it is the distiller that turns this crawler into a focused
crawler, as it is the component that gives priority levels to unseen URLs.

To analyze the system’s crawling performance, four crawls were made, following four different crawl-
ing approaches. A breadth-first approach, a best-first approach, a URL context approach and the pro-
posed approach. A best-first approach gives priority to the URLs contained in webpages with the high-
est parsed score, basically it is an approach that just uses the parent parsing score. A URL context
approach gives priority to the URLs with the highest context score, following the approach mentioned
on 4.1.3. These two approaches were followed by setting a weight different than zero only to the parent
parsing component in the best-first approach, and to the URL context component in the URL context
approach. The proposed approach used equal weights for each component of the fetching score. All
crawls started from the same set of 11 seed URLs, given by the Patient Innovation analysts. Addition-
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ally, all crawls were done through Nutch, ran for the same amount of iterations and a limitation of 25
pages per host per iteration was imposed to increase webpage diversity. All crawls were performed
using a dual-core machine with capacity for 4 simultaneous threads and with 4GB of ram. In the end, all
approaches crawled a total of around 4000 webpages.

The evaluation classifier used to classify the webpages visited was the one implemented for the
proposed system, with the same configuration used on Section 5.1.1. As it was shown in Section 5.2,
this classifier, with the current training data, does not present a high performance classifying ”Solution”
samples on crawled data, and its classification can not be used as ground-truth. However, it can be
used to compare different crawling approaches, because this way all will use the same classification
truth. One just has to keep in mind that the measures presented, in reality, might have a lower true
value.

To calculate the target recall, all URLs from pages classified as ”Solution” were collected during the
breadth-first crawl. This would be the set of target webpages. As the broad approach was used to collect
the target set, this was not used for comparison on target recall.

Figures 5.1 and 5.2 show the harvest rate and target recall on the ”Solution” topic for each crawling
strategy, respectively. All the measure points presented were calculated at the end of each iteration for
each approach, except for the first iteration. This was taken out because it represented no added value,
as it was the seed URLs fetching iteration.

Figure 5.1: Comparison of harvest rate on the ”Solution” topic.

As it can be seen on Figure 5.1, all focused crawling approaches perform better than the broad
approach in terms of harvest rate on the target topic. The broad approach, as the other ones, begins with
a reasonably high harvest rate, but it soon starts to decrease, rapidly hitting low values and maintaining
them. The best-first and the URL context approaches also decrease, although much slowly than the
broad crawl. These seem to perform similarly on this metric. As for the 2G4H approach, it can be seen
that the harvest rate maintains approximately a constant value. Additionally, it begins from the highest
value of harvest rate, meaning that on the second iteration it already performed a better choosing of
URLs than the other techniques.

Regarding the target recall, it can be seen that the proposed approach’s value is always higher than
the other two focused crawling approaches. Furthermore, the 2G4H approach’s target recall keeps
constantly increasing, as opposed to the other approaches. These appear to stagnate at a point. On
this metric, it can be seen that the best-first approach outperforms the URL context approach.
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Figure 5.2: Comparison of target recall on the ”Solution” topic.

Concerning time efficiency, the 2G4H crawl made with a single dual core machine with capacity for
4 threads and with 4GB lasted around 160 minutes. Considered it crawled about 4000 webpages, this
system has the capacity of delivering 25 classified webpages per minute, with the mentioned specifica-
tions. Considering a harvest rate of 65%, which is the mean harvest rate for the 2G4H crawler showed
on Figure 5.1, this system delivers around 16 webpages classified as ”Solution” per minute. This is more
than sufficient considering that the results still have to go through medical screening, for them to be
published in the Patient Innovation platform (or similar). Furthermore, considering the precision shown
on the improved performance of the classifier on crawled data (32.4% on table 5.7), we can estimate that
the crawler outputs around 5 true ”Solution” webpages per minute, which is far more efficient that the
manual search currently done.

Figure 5.3: Comparison of harvest rate on the health-related topics.

While the evaluation classifier does not have a high accuracy classifying ”Solution” samples, it has
high accuracy classifying health-related samples, as stated in Section 5.2. So it is interesting to analyze
its harvest rate on health-related topics (”Solution”, ”Non-solution” and ”Health”), which is depicted in
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Figure 5.3. As it can be seen, in all crawl approaches above 50% of the webpages crawled regard the
health theme, even the broad crawl. This one is just due to the starting seed URLs, which are health-
related. As for the focused crawling methods, it can be seen that the same tendency pictured in Figure
5.1 is maintained. What is important to highlight is that on Figure 5.3 the values presented should be
accurate. Therefore, one can see that the proposed crawling approach reaches values of harvest rate
on health-related topics slightly above 80%. These are considerably high values, and much higher than
the other approaches.

To conclude that the proposed approach is in fact a focused crawling approach, a requirement is for
it to be more efficient than a breadth-first (broad) crawling approach, while searching for patient-driven
solutions. This system accomplished that requirement and it even showed that it can perform better than
other common focused crawling approaches regarding metrics of harvest rate and target recall.

5.4 Discussion

Upon analyzing the results, it can be seen that there is much room for improvement. While the crawler
performance seems satisfactory, the tests on crawled data show that the text classifier needs improve-
ment.

The main problem may be on the dataset used to train the classifier. Using human labeled webpage
repositories, like DMOZ, to collect data for webpage classification has proven to be a satisfactory method
when the classes in play are broad topics like Health, Sports, Politics, Technology, etc. However, for
very specific classes there must exist a lot of specific information describing the mentioned classes and
separate the specific classification from broad classification. We tried to achieve the later by adding the
two layers to the text classifier. But there was clearly a lack of negative examples on the second-layer,
to properly separate the positive and negative classes.

In [74], Christensen et al. had two individuals classifying 3000 messages from the website they were
studying to find innovative ideas. From those samples, both analyzers agreed that 137 were ideas and
2666 were non-idea texts. From a website that is known to have a lot of innovative ideas, it can be seen
that non-idea information is much more present. This illustrates the ratio of relevant information that one
can expect from places considered to be sources of user innovation. Illustrating with a practical example,
even if a crawler is crawling the right websites, it should encounter a lot more of non-relevant information.
This information should be well represented in the crawler’s classifier, in order to be avoided.

Although the part of our dataset used to train the second layer was also obtained by human screen-
ing of thousands of text examples and it contained a lot of positive information regarding patient-driven
solutions, it lacked a lot of important negative information. Its effects could be seen while testing the
classifiers performance. The negative class could not stand out from the positive on most approaches
followed during validation, and the same thing happened during testing, even with the validated ap-
proach.

Moreover, identifying user innovation is a controversial topic. It is harder to identify if a sample is
considered a user innovation than to identify if it belongs to a broad topic. Many people could disagree
on the first task. In [74] five individuals were chosen to manually label the test set used to test the
classifier on this research. Having several individuals labeling the same samples improves the manual
labeling consistency and correctness. In this Master thesis, the training set used was labeled by more
than one person, because it was extracted form the Patient Innovation database and their analysts have
to agree on the classification of posts. However, the test sets used could only be labeled by one person.
This could have hindered the classifier’s tests.

To avoid the problems stated above, prior to the classifier validation, more negative samples should
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have been identified and the manual classification process should always have two or more people
agreeing on the classification.

One thing that could help on the lack of negative examples is broadening the ”Non-solution” class
definition. In Section 5.2, it was noticed that a lot of ”Health” samples were being classified as ”Solution”
due to the similarity in vocabulary. The majority of these samples described stories of people living with
some health-condition, talking about how they overcome everyday life obstacles. Although these are not
considered to be ”Post” samples in the current class definition, the ”Non-solution” class definition could
be broadened to include these examples, as they share the same nature of this class samples. They
are pieces of texts originated from the same source (patients) and they both describe actions leading to
overcoming a health-related problem, besides not being considered ”Solutions”. Having these samples
populating the ”Non-solution” class should increase the number of negative examples, and it should also
further accentuate the separation between the ”Health” class and the ”Post” class.

[74] used a complex classification model to identify innovative ideas. They obtained satisfactory
results, while focusing on just a single online community. On the other hand, this crawler is supposed
to identify user innovation throughout the entire Web. This last fact and this system’s classifier’s test
results highlight that automatic classification of user innovation is a much bigger problem than what it
was initially thought.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion and Future Work

In this Master thesis, it was built a system with the goal of automatically searching for innovative patient-
driven solutions and index the results. The system is composed of a focused crawler, with two compo-
nents responsible for classification and focused navigation, the classifier and the distiller, respectively,
and a web indexer, which indexes the webpages considered relevant by the crawler.

Following state-of-the-art approaches, it was decided to pursue a machine learning based method to
classify the visited webpages. As there were patient-driven solutions already available, this seemed to
be the best technique to use. It was opted to have a text classifier with two layers.

The classifier validation results showed to be very good, with all metrics above 90%. However,
the classifier performance on crawled data was not so satisfactory. Nonetheless, it was noticed that
the classifier’s results on crawled data were justified by the lack of more contextualized representative
samples on the ”Health” and ”Non-solution” classes of the training data. This demonstrated that the
initial dataset needed to be improved, as the problem seemed to be on the classifier’s training data
and not on the model. Further results showed that the classification can be improved by re-training the
classifier with manually labeled crawled data.

The distiller is the component that prioritizes the URLs to be fetched. It was based on common state-
of-the-art approaches. These approaches relied on the content, URL context or scores of the pages
where the URL being analyzed was found. By combining these methods, it was expected to have a
better result than using a single one, as they target different aspects and each one proved to work on
past researches.

When testing the proposed crawling approach, it showed it is more efficient than a broad approach
and than some of the focused approaches the distiller is based on. This proves the belief that the
combination of methods used can perform focused crawling and perform better than using a single
method for the focused task.

This Master thesis shows that it is possible to build a system that successfully searches for innovative
patient-driven solution. The proposed system can be used on online platforms for patient-driven solution
diffusion, like Patient-Innovation, to increase the search efficiency and diversity of solutions to be posted.
Additionally, this opens doors to the automatic search of user innovation. User innovation researches
can work upon this thesis’ methodology and results to learn better ways of collecting and studying user
innovation cases.
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6.1 Future work

The Master thesis here presented showed that it is possible to search for and automatically identify
patient-driven solutions through the Web. The classifier and distiller appeared to work well together,
presenting a good crawling efficiency when compared to other common approaches. However, the
problem of user innovation identification showed to be much harder than it seemed. The classifier has a
lot of room to improve and the distiller can be optimized for even better performances.

As it was shown in Section 5.2.1, the classifier’s performance can improve just by adding meaningful
data to its training set. It was also pointed out in Section 5.4 that the classifier would achieve a better
performance if there were more ”Non-solution” samples in its training set. Additionally, as this system
is supposed to run as solution provider for patient-driven solution diffusion platforms, there will always
be analysts screening through the provided results. Therefore, the system would benefit from an online
training classifier that would re-train itself with more relevant data, automatically updating its model
through a process of several validation tests, when a batch of new manually labeled results are available.
This system would be supervised by the platform analysts, which would label the new training samples.
Currently, the training set can be manually improved by adding the new samples through the same batch
of processes used to produce the results of Section 5.2.1. However, this does not alter the classifier’s
model.

Currently, the fetching score that the distiller assigns to newly discovered URLs is a linear combina-
tion of three other scores. Its linear coefficients can be manually set on the Nutch configuration file, and
they were all set to equal values during the crawler performance evaluation. However, tests were not
made to find the optimal combination of the coefficients. A sample web graph can be taken from the
Web, to create a controlled environment within which an optimization method to solve linear problems
can be used to determine the best configuration for the coefficients. The objective function of this opti-
mization problem would involve the harvest rate and the target recall, in order to maximize both at each
iteration or at the end of all iterations.

Also, the current approach to determine the fetching score of URLs could be combined with link-
analysis algorithms, like PageRank or HITS, to study its influence on the crawler’s performance. Addi-
tionally, one could understand what kind of webpages are directly connected to patient-driven solution
webpages.
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