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INTRODUCTION 

TOPIC 

The topic of this article focuses on the analysis of publications aimed at the registration, 
dissemination and knowledge of architectural works produced over time in Portugal, and has the title 
of: 

Registration and Dissemination of Architecture in Portugal  

Atlas, Catalogue, Guide, Survey, Inventory and Roadmap 

 

Beginning from a personal interest in the means of communication and dissemination of 
Architecture, and from the ambiguities detected when researching this topic in greater depth, a set of 
relevant questions to be answered appears in this dissertation:  

 

What is the most effective means of disseminating architectural works? 

What are the existing means to register and disseminate architectural works? 

What distinguishes the different types of publication? 

What are their main objectives? 

How are their contents organized? 

What methods are used to collect information? 

What publications are distinguished in Portugal? 

	

The development of this research proposes undertaking a look at the state of the art of the 
topic under study based on a reflection on the publications produced in Portugal. The limitations of 
information and the lack of previous studies carried out with a focus on this topic have made 
undertaking this research more relevant. 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY	

 The organization and classification of architectural spaces (buildings, urban complexes, urban 
areas, etc.) according to different criteria (by author, location, typology, etc.) in different physical and 
digital publications (guides, surveys, atlases, inventories, maps, etc.) is the objective of research by 
different authors or public/private entities. These publications allow the systematization of a particular 
architectural production, focused on different historical periods, and organized according to different 
criteria. Their main objective is to make this information accessible to a wider audience, and therefore 
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they constitute important sources of information, registration and dissemination, and research. 
However, there is a great diversity of this material that seeks to respond to the needs of different target 

audiences, so that a closer look at its production is necessary. 

 The main objective of this article is to analyse, interpret and characterize these types of 
publications (guides, surveys, roadmaps, atlases, among other architectural publications) in physical 
and/or digital formats. Its intention is to understand the principles associated with the design of these 
compilations, focusing its analysis on different aspects and objectives: ways of compilation, theoretical 
framework of information organization, research methodology, criteria for the selection of urban 
buildings/complexes, data processing regarding the identification of buildings, ways of organizing and 
sharing information, type of physical and/or digital media used for dissemination, research and 
treatment of the information and the authors/entities involved.  

 The study focuses on the observation of atlases, catalogues, guides, surveys, inventories and 
roadmaps, produced in the field of architecture by public and/or private entities, that have as main 
objective the classification and organization of the existing information, its dissemination, and the 
preservation of heritage buildings. The study focuses on the Portuguese case, framing the 
architectural production at the national level, allowing comparisons and establishing points of contact 
and divergence between them. 

 To this end, different publications were selected, constituted as case studies that fulfilled 
selection criteria that sought to cover different publications and different scopes. The selection of case 
studies allowed the restriction and delimitation of the study objects in order to typify and compare the 
different approaches.  

The analysis focused on the following points: identification of the objective, scope of the 
publication and its theoretical support; identification of the information chosen to describe the different 
buildings or spaces (location, authorship, date of construction, etc.); structure and organization of 
information (geo-referencing, historical evolution, architectural typologies, etc.); crosschecking of 
different data; types of media used - maps, books, websites or applications; the objectives and target 

audience of the different media; and the identification of the authors. 

 

PART I 

THE DOCUMENTARY REGISTER AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR THE PRESERVATION AND 
DISSEMINATION OF ARCHITECTURE 

 One of the key instruments for the preservation of memory is the documentary record, either 
through older processes or via more recent methods and instruments that advances in science and 
technology have made possible over time. Once the object that attests our past has disappeared or 
been transformed, the iconographic record of it can, albeit partially, replace the need for contact with 
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what no longer exists. In this way, we can observe one of diverse uses of documentary records as a 
means of preserving memory. (OLIVEIRA, 2008, p. 13) 

 Given the impossibility of physically preserving all significant architectural examples, besides 
being an important instrument of memory help, the documentary record of a monument is also an 
indispensable tool for the dissemination of architecture. In the form of various types of documentation, 
these media are intended to make known certain architectural objects, and they are also considered a 
basic instrument in the conservation and restoration of monuments. (OLIVEIRA, 2008, p. 13) 

 It is important to bear in mind that the concept of architectural dissemination does not focus 
only on documentation for the purpose of preserving memory or preserving and restoring monuments. 
There are several types of accessible documentation, defined by the broadest and most varied criteria, 
whose form allows them to be read at any time or on any occasion. (AMORIM, 2010, p. 4) 

 

GLOSSARY: IDENTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION TYPES 

 The study gives particular attention to compilations that aim to present architectural models, 
grouped, classified and organized according to a specific objective, in different formats (physical and 
digital) published in different periods of architectural history, such as atlases, catalogues, guides, 
surveys, inventories and roadmaps. For a better understanding of the subject, a glossary is included 
that contains a designation of each type of publication analyzed. 

 

Architecture Atlas  

It consists of a “publication comprising a collection of maps or geographical maps” (Houaiss 
Dictionary of the Portuguese Language, 2003), “for the purpose of representing a certain space and 
displaying one or several themes.” These mapped elements are accompanied by a set of information 
that assists and completes their analysis and representation, such as text, images, graphs, additional 
data, etc. (BURDA, 2014, p. 127)  

  

Architecture Catalogue  

Publication presented in the form of a list, usually in alphabetical order. (Houaiss Dictionary of 
the Portuguese Language, 2003) These can be of diverse natures, depending on the context of the 
publication: exhibition catalogues, file catalogues, among others. 
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Architecture Guide  

 According to the general definition of the Guide concept in the Houaiss Dictionary of the 

Portuguese Language, this is described as “a book, manual, or publication containing instructions, 
teachings or, advice of various types” or as “a manual, publication for tourist use or roadmap.”  

 In the field of Architecture, this concept is no different from the generic one. An Architecture 
Guide is also a manual or publication for orientation, and the monitoring and transmission of 
information, that helps the user to visit monuments/architectural works or an architectural roadmap. 
(SILVA; NOVO, 2010, p. 34) 

 

Architectural Survey  

 An instrument of knowledge production that through a set of acts aims to ascertain the 
knowledge of something. (Houaiss Dictionary of the Portuguese Language, 2003) 

 Generally, the survey consists of a field study, carried out by a multidisciplinary team, to 

obtain knowledge of a certain architectural culture. Typically, the surveys are presented as a “set of 
photographs that seek to represent the landscape, architectural and typological diversity of 

architecture”. (OLIVEIRA, 2011, p. 9) 

 

Architecture Inventory  

The inventory consists of a detailed and exhaustive survey of public and/or private 
architectural, urban and landscape assets, of individual or legal entities, followed by the preparation of 
a detailed document for the knowledge and understanding of the data collected. (Houaiss Dictionary of 
the Portuguese Language, 2003; GOMES; LEITE; NETO; OLIVEIRA; BRAGANÇA, 2012, p. 4) 

 

Architecture Roadmap  

 This is characterized by a path, itinerary or route for travel. It can be organized spontaneously 
by an individual himself or organized by public and/or private entities. (SILVA; NOVO, 2010, p. 29-31) 

 

A HISTORICAL VISION OF THE USE OF THE PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTURAL REGISTRY  

 In Portugal, attending to the records referred to in the Glossary chapter: identification of 
publication types, the first initiatives of this type of architecture documentation pioneered the inventory 
of architectural heritage in Portugal. From the first half of the eighteenth century, and more concretely 
in 1721, King D. João V, through the Legal Charter (Alvará em Forma de Ley), instructed the “Royal 
Academy of History to proceed to safeguard all ‘the ancient monuments that existed and may come to 
be found in the kingdom at the time, when the Phoenicians, Greeks, Persians, Romans, Goths, and 
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Arabs ruled over it’”. This charter, although the concept of heritage presented was only associated with 
monuments of antiquity, also prohibited the partial or total destruction of any architectural example of 

that period, even those in a state of ruin. 

 In the 19th century, this concept of heritage in Portugal was no longer only associated with 
“antiquities”, extending to any historical monument. (NOÉ, 2016, p. 71-72) However, this concept has 
undergone numerous changes of designation over time, as have the various entities responsible for 
the inventory work.  

 At the beginning of the 20th century, a number of architectural journals began to be published, 
such as the magazines A Construção Moderna1 and A Arquitectura Portugueza2, which opened an 
uninterrupted period of publications to the present day. Also, from the 30s, one can find small books or 
brochures derived from reproductions of conferences and exhibitions, such as the guide book for the 
Portuguese World Exhibition, held in 1940. (TOUSSAINT, 2009, p. 12) 

 Following the Revolution of 25 April, marked by an end to censorship and freedom of 
expression, the publication and dissemination of articles on architecture became increasingly common, 
leading to non-specialist and generalist publications showing an interest in themes related to the 
publicizing information about this area, such as the newspapers Expresso3 and Jornal de Letras4. 
(REIS, 2007, p. 89-114) 

 As time went on, various books began to be published, among which we highlight the second 
edition of the book Arquitectura Popular em Portugal, published in 1980. (REIS, 2007, p. 126-127) 

 The second half of the twentieth century, marked by the implementation of the Modern 
Movement in Portugal, brought with it several consequences and evolutions up to the present day, 
notably the increase in the number of architects and the volume of construction, which led to greater 
production and diversity of architectural documentation. (TOUSSAINT, 2009, p. 187)  

Finally, the evolution of means of transport also influenced the means of production, 
representation and dissemination of Architecture. The idea of movement caused the need to create 
new ways of determining courses and routes, leading to the creation of exclusive media for this 

purpose, such as the online platform Roteiro de Arquitectura5. (GOMES, 2003, p. 722) 

 

 

																																																								
1 A Construção Moderna: Revista Quinzenal Illustrada, first published on 1 February 1900. (www.arquitectos.pt) 
2 A Arquitectura Portugueza: Revista Mensal de Arte Architectural Antiga e Moderna with its first edition dated 
January 1908. (www.arquitectos.pt) 
3 In 1979, the weekly Expresso newspaper published the first article exclusive dedicated to architecture. (REIS, 
2007, p. 94) 
4 On 14 April 1981, the Jornal de letras newspaper began to publish a series of articles about architecture. (REIS, 
2007, p. 99) 
5 www.roteiroarquitectura.pt 
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PHYSICAL PUBLICATIONS VS DIGITAL PUBLICATIONS 

Nowadays, we can observe a great variety of documents responsible for the dissemination of 

Architectural works, translating into an essential means for knowledge, safeguarding and protection of 
these assets. An intensive analysis of case studies based on several physical and/or digital 
publications allows us to observe notable updates to information dissemination techniques over time, 
as a consequence of technological advances. 

 Traditionally, the publications consisted of physical and tangible documents, where 
information was usually recorded on paper, with text and graphical presentation, and limited to printed 
fascicles. (MARCACINI, 1999, p.6) However, technological advances have afforded new advantages 
over traditional documents, allowing for greater efficiency and speed in the production and 
transmission of information.  

 

PART II 

 In order to present different perspectives and means of disseminating the architecture 

designed and built in Portugal, a set of eighteen publications created for this purpose are presented 
on physical and/or digital media, produced by diverse entities and different frameworks. We sought, 

as far as possible, that the publications cover distinct periods and that they constitute references for 
the panorama of the architecture produced in Portugal. From this analysis, we intend to undertake a 

reading of the different forms of dissemination for Portuguese architectural works through the 
analysis, characterization and comparison of theoretical contents, and their organization.  

 As a first step, it was necessary to set criteria for the selection of publications to be studied, 
as case studies, among the various available. In this respect, selection parameters were established 

by different categories, by publication types and by media types - atlas, catalogue, survey, guide, 

inventory and roadmap.  

Among the selected formats types, physical and digital formats are distinguished. As for the 

publication types, these are differentiated by the different methodologies of information collection, 
research undertaken and/or publication objectives6. 

 Among the publications presented, these can be classified in one or more selection 
categories: historical (different periods of architectural history); typologies (different architectural 

typologies); geographical (defined geographical area); monographs (works by a particular author); by 

entity promoting the publication; in the context of holding exhibitions or events. 

 To present the selected case studies, we have created a reading list (in a summary form) for 

each case, to facilitate the reading and later comparative analysis of the different publications.  

																																																								
6 See the chapter Glossary: identifications of publication types – atlas, catalogue, guide, survey, inventory and 
roadmap. 
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The following case studies were selected: 

ATLAS 

Atlas do Património Classificado e em vias de Classificação / Atlas of heritage classified and in the 

process of classification (2001) 

Atlas Urbanístico de Lisboa / Lisbon Urban Atlas (2006) 

CATALOGUES 

1ª Exposição Nacional de Arquitectura / First Nation Architecture Exhibition: 1975-1985 (1986) 

Arquitectura do Século XX: Portugal / 20th Century Architecture: Portugal (1998) 

GUIDES 

Guia Urbanístico e Arquitectónico de Lisboa / Urban and Architectural Guide to Lisbon (1987)  

Porto 1901-2001: Guia de Arquitectura Moderna / Porto 1901-2001: Guide to Modern Architecture 
(2001) 

Guia de Arquitetura de Lisboa: 1948-2013 / Guide to Lisbon Architecture: 1948-2013 (2013) 

SURVEYS 

Arquitectura Popular em Portugal / Popular Architecture in Portugal (1988 – 3rd ed.) 

Arquitectura Popular dos Açores / Popular Architecture in the Azores (2000) 

Arquitectura Popular da Madeira / Popular Architecture in Madeira (2002) 

IAPXX – Inquérito à Arquitectura do Século XX em Portugal / IAPXX – Survey of 20th Century 
Architecture in Portugal (2006) 

INVENTORIES 

Fundação Docomomo Ibérico / Docomomo Ibérico Foundation (1993) 

Arquitectura do Movimento Moderno: Inventário Docomomo Ibérico 1925-1965 / Architecture of the 

Modern Movement: Docomomo Ibérico Inventory 1925-1965 (1997) 

Inventário do Património Arquitectónico (IPA) / Inventory of Architectural Heritage (IPA) (1992 – 

creation) 

ROADMAPS 

Guia Oficial da Exposição do Mundo Português / Official Guide to the Portuguese World Exhibition 
(1940) 

Mapa de Arquitectura Lisboa / Map of Lisbon Architecture (2003) 

Roteiro de Arquitectura / Architecture Roadmap 
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FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 A summary table with the synthesis of the information provided comparative analysis between 

the distinct publications and to draw conclusions about the production of the different publication types 
answering the questions initially proposed.  

 Thus, it is concluded that no one means is better or more effective than the others for 
disseminating architectural works. All of the aforementioned media are different from each other, and 
each type of publication has its own particular and specific objectives. As such, the diversity of means 
of dissemination becomes pertinent, including publication within the intended scope and purpose.  

 The research allowed us to draw conclusions from particular cases that look for tendencies in 
the objectives and organization of the different publication types, in order to give a more generic and 
global answer. The following information is a brief description of the different publication types:  

 ATLAS – The main focus is the mapping/cartography of case studies (in the digital case, 
included geo-referencing) using complementary information and theoretical contents. The buildings 
belong to a well-defined and previously delimited location, integrating works of different design periods 
and typologies. 

 CATALOGUE – The intention is to compile works that enable a comprehensive and pluralistic 
view of architectural production or a more specific view, for example, a particular author or period. The 
presentation of the content follows a similar structure in which the theoretical framework of the theme 
is presented in the form of texts/essays complemented with a list regarding the presentation of the 
case studies on datasheets (work identification, description and graphic elements). It makes use of the 
contributions of different authors who are specialized in different subjects, thus contributing to the 
enrichment of the publication. 

 GUIDE – The objective is to present a set of works selected according to well-defined 
selection criteria and located in a well-defined geographical area (Lisbon, Porto). There are diverse 
typologies that focus on a comprehensive and wide-ranging view of architectural production. The 
publications are organized similarly: a brief theoretical framework and presentation of works in 

synthesis complemented with graphical elements. 

 SURVEY – The objective is the characterizeation of a set of works representative of a specific 
architectural approach (popular architecture, twentieth century architecture in Portugal). These feature 
a very precise locations and works chosen for their historical, chronological and geographical 
representativeness (field work surveys by teams of researchers). The presentation of the contents 
uses plain text complemented with photographic records and other graphical elements (typological 
pictures, drawings), organized in chapters dedicated to different geographic areas. It is also worth 
mentioning the coordination by a single author assisted by the research team when preparing the 
surveys. 
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 INVENTORY – The main purpose is the producing of a detailed inventory. So, the criteria for 
the selection of the case study, from different typologies, are based on a comprehensive and pluralistic 

view of architectural production, on the historical framework or on the construction/conservation 
techniques, The exhaustive presentation of the case studies is undertaken by datasheets, reading 
synthesis, similarly organized for physical and digital formats. It uses contributions from several 
entities to form a more complete and comprehensive database. Inventories are constantly updated 
and can be themed. 

 ROADMAP – The objective is to present a set of works from a particular itinerary or region, 
whether or not they are subject to a specific theme. The case study selection criteria are not specific, 
focusing mainly on the architectural quality of the works. The presentation of the contents is done in a 
similar way: case study mapping (in the digital case, includes geo-referencing) using complementary 
information. 

 Regarding the publication date of all the analysed publications, almost all are dated from the 
last decades of the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first century, highlighting the 
recent interest in these types of publications dedicated to the registration and dissemination of 
architectural works. 

 In conclusion, the register and the documentation, using diverse means of recording 
information, is not only a way of preserving the memory of the architectural works, but is also a way of 
disseminating and guaranteeing the longevity of this heritage. It is therefore appropriate to draw up a 
systematic and up-to-date list of a variety of publication types, with different aims and contents.  
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