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Introduction 

This report is written within the scope of the Final Project 2 course, integrated in the last semester of the 

Integrated Master in Architecture of Instituto Superior Técnico. Its purpose is to reflect upon the project 

work carried out during the academic year 2014/2015 and to justify the options made concerning its 

design. 

The theme is a critical reflection on the project of the New Congress Centre in Lisbon, to be locate at the 

Eduardo VII Park. 

The possibility, set by the Lisbon City Hall as part of this exercise, to decommission the existing 

infrastructure of an existing pavilion the so called Carlos Lopes Pavillion, at the Eduardo VII Park, to 

make way for the construction of a public equipment of high complexity and considerable dimension, 

constitutes a potential large-scale transformation work, which we tried to develop. 

More than just a building design, urban design is a problem, an opportunity to rethink one of the central 

areas of the urban structure in Lisbon: Eduardo VII Park. 

The goal of this work was to reach a coherent solution from the urban and architectonical point of view 

that would support the proposal of an equipment of great complexity and dimension with the potential 

of transformation of the place where it is integrated. 

Its purpose is to develop one of the different alternatives that can be discussed and presented to CML, 

thus seeking to make an important contribution to the debate and discussion about the city. 

One of its main goals is to find new connection possibilities between the different infrastructures related 

to mobility, thus valuing the continuity of urban space, and proposing programs and applications to 

improve and transform the suggested area of intervention. 

In this regard, on the one hand, a greater approximation to the scale and nature of the architecture-

building project will be tested, and, on the other hand, a very precise programmatic definition will be 

tested. Through this project work, the study of alternatives for the improvement and transformation of 

the Eduardo VII Park will also be proposed. 

The study of the building working as a catalyst of the urban space, associated to its scale and function. 
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Location 

The territory, in which Eduardo VII Park is integrated, is the result of the constant sedimentation of 

interventions, over time, both human and natural, that give meaning to this space, making it unique. 

The analysis of the study area imperatively implies the need to reveal each layer of information, trying to 

understand all its details, especially the most relevant to the project development. 

The site – Eduardo VII Park – is explained by its strategic position in the city of Lisbon, known as the 

central business district. The area is served by the main arteries of the city, such as Avenida da 

Liberdade and Avenida da República, and the main shopping areas such as Amoreiras, El Corte Inglés, 

Saldanha and shops at Avenida da Liberdade. It is still a privileged area because it is where most of the 

city’s hotels are located, and because of its accessibility, considering the main facilities of the city. 

The study area, comprised of the Eduardo VII Park and its surrounding area, has always been an urban 

unknown, due to the lack of definition of the "extension" of Avenida da Liberdade - on the one hand, the 

need to respond to the expansion and development of City, and, on the other hand, the wish to create a 

green leisure space for the population. The intervention area is currently considered as a consolidated 

zone, and we only need to equate the revitalization of some areas of the Park. 

Once a stage for sports activities and events, the Carlos Lopes Pavilion no longer fits the park dynamics - 

especially the "closed in itself" connection that it keeps with the surroundings; it is obsolete in physical 

and functional terms and closed to the public. Although the historical importance of the Carlos Lopes 

Pavilion is undeniable, given the size of the defined base program, it was decided not to preserve it. This 

decision is mainly justified by the fact that the areas planned for the new building have a physical 

dimension bigger than the current building. 

Along with the strategy to be adopted concerning the Carlos Lopes Pavilion, the importance of the 

design proposed by Keil, whose associated history and memory justify its recovery, is revealed. 

In this process of revitalization, the green area of the Park (trees and shrubs) must be preserved. Nature, 

trees and plants, in various forms, must become an integral part of the new Building. The exterior of the 

building should allow the park to combine with its interior, making the building's architecture 

permeable, open and inviting. 

The implantation of the new Building should not be an obstacle for the Park, but rather an asset that 

enriches the current design - that is to be involved in the paths of the Park, promoting connections and 

crossings, transforming itself into a path. 
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Proposal 

This proposal aims to respect the alignments (and proportions) established by the pre-existences of the 

Park (due to its proximity) and the building of Avenida Sidónio Pais (whose view of the Park is not 

intended to be compromised). On the other hand, there is the connection with the belvedere at the top 

of the Park that restricts the maximum height of the Building (which is intended between the treetops 

of the Park). 

The new building occupies the old Pavilion corresponding area and the surrounding area (parking). The 

program focuses on the available free area without extending the implantation through the garden 

(avoiding the occupation of the green areas and the falling of trees). The size of the program imposes a 

compact solution for the location, which is characterized by overlapping the main functional areas, by 

distributing them in a stratified manner across the various floors, by respecting the conditions of the 

location (topography, alignments, built front, Others) as well as the functions to be performed 

(exhibitions, sports, banquets, parties, meetings and offices are best placed at garden level). 

The building as a whole has three buried floors (floors -2, -1 and 0) and two floors at garden level (floors 

1 and 2) that respect not only the alignments defined by the Keil path arrangement (paths with 5 meters 

of width each and separated by 60 meters), but also the configuration of the existing blocks. 

In the interior, the complementary spaces are organized around the main space - the Auditorium, which 

occupies the centre of the Building. The multipurpose space (or sports activities) and the meeting centre 

(or offices) are designed as versatile spaces that aim to respond to the versatility of the program. The 

building allows several scenarios that can easily adapt to the needs of the event to be held. 

The main program spaces of the new Building aim to be as sensitive as possible to the place, in order to 

fill any shortages and promote their appreciation. 

The new Building aims to become an integral part of the urban structure of the Park, not only by 

assuming the continuity of the main routes, but also by promoting the connection between spaces - as if 

it were a route. On the other hand, it aims to make a connection with the outside - the main arteries of 

the city. 

Physical and visual permeability appear as a premise of the Proposal. The form and the matter of the 

Building seek harmony with the natural surroundings. The transparency of the building invites the 

garden and the one who observes it to make part of its space. 

Through its implementation, the Building also aims to solve the discontinuity that can be seen at the 

Park due to the lack of cross-traverses. Partially embedded in the ground, the new Building allows the 

transversal crossing of the Park, by establishing, in a natural way, the connection between Avenida 

Sidónio Pais and the interior of the Park - Alameda Central, thus promoting a change in the use of the 

Park - making it an access point. 
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Final considerations 

The conceptual principle of the project is to ensure the conservation of the Park's identity, responding 

to the needs of the place and the established program. 

The building and urban space seek to establish a reciprocal partnership of benefit and sharing. The first, 

working as influencer and promoter of experiences in its surroundings, should be understood as an act 

of urbanism, by suggesting spaces outside the program, which, by being connected, contribute to the 

definition of the concept and of the spatio-functional configuration of the Proposal. 

Acting on a territory with a central location in Lisbon is undoubtedly a privileged challenge, due to the 

potential of intervention and transformation in the city. In the case of the study area, comprised by 

Eduardo VII Park and its surrounding area, this question has always been one of its greatest urban 

unknowns, due to the lack of definition of the "extension" of Avenida da Liberdade. 

The proposed intervention was intended, however, to go far beyond the spatial possibilities set by the 

deactivation of the Pavilion Carlos Lopes Building. The concept of Urban Archeology, applied to 

Architecture, is nowadays a significant part of the intervention proposals in the city, integrating them in 

the processes of formation of the territory, in a more conscious and informed way. 

One of the first goals of this work was to understand the processes of formation of this territory, 

throughout history, trying to find an identity. 

The proposed intervention is an asset not only to the local but to the city. It transforms that space into 

an attractive pole, by introducing novelties to the usual themes, as well as opportunities and advantages, 

and thus satisfying the needs of different audiences. The new equipment assumes itself as an integral 

part of the urban structure, seeking to be a collective space and an element that promotes the 

connection of the Park to the city, eliminating barriers and discontinuities – by being social. 

The new Building does not establish itself as an autonomous entity, but it structures the pre-existences 

and generates new spaces in the Park, assuming itself as a functional element in terms of accessibility. It 

is through the succession of spaces and paths designed that serve the building, cross it and accompany 

the morphology of the garden, being part of its route, that the result is a building that is topography. 

The proposal seeks to be a critical reinterpretation of the program, considering its readjustment, at the 

level of the spaces and the areas envisaged, for the reality of the place. The result was a building that 

seeks to integrate in the place, by promoting a relation of valorisation and mutual benefit and by 

introducing in the Park a very important dynamic, which is reflected in the surrounding area and gives 

added value to the city. 


